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NEWSLETTER
Fantastic Japan Day in Liverpool!

On July 19th Liverpool City of Culture saw
the biggest and best Japan Day yet. Over
2000 people attended and it was opened by
the Japanese Ambassador and the Lord
Mayor of Liverpool. The venue, Mountford
Hall on Mount Pleasant, was an ideal space
to hold the event, with plenty of space to
circulate and see everything. As in

Manchester 2 years ago, a large range of
exhibitors was assembled, and we were again
thrilled by the performance of the Tamashii
Daiko drummers. There were plenty of
demonstrations of traditional Japanese arts:
Kendo, archery, Go, koto, kimono dressing,
origami and haiku were all on show.
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The Ambassador with the Lord Mayor of
Liverpool, Councillor Steve Rotheram

Dear Ms Davies
I would like to thank you for inviting me to
Liverpool Japan Day on 19th July. I was
very impressed by the scale of the event
and by the large number of visitors it attracted. May I pay tribute to you and your
colleagues in the Japan Society North
West for all the hard work and dedication
that made this memorable day possible.
Your society has long played a leading role
in fostering friendship between Japan and
North West England, and Liverpool Japan
Day offered compelling evidence that your
efforts have indeed been worthwhile.
My visit to Liverpool was my first to a major
city outside London since I was appointed
Ambassador to the United Kingdom. I hope
it will not be long before I have the opportunity to spend some time in your region
again.
Yours sincerely,
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Sumie Kent plays the koto

Introducing the great game of Go

Chef Taka demonstrates the art of making sushi
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Anything but, the Tamashi Daiko Drummers!

Event Review
Visit to Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery - Saturday, April 26th 2008
A great turnout of JSNW members arrived at the
fascinating museum in Blackburn, several of us
fresh from a light lunch at Beees in the town centre.
We were warmly welcomed and shown upstairs by
Vanessa Mitchell, Keeper of Art (pictured here on
the left at Japan Day) to see some Ukiyo-e, or Japanese prints. It was wonderful to have the opportunity to handle the pictures, many of which were
new to me. For a modest fee, the Museum offered
us high quality copies of any of the pictures we fancied - I ordered three and was amazed how quickly
they arrived and at their excellent quality. If you are in the area certainly don’t hesitate to visit! Ed.
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More than just an Event Review
Haiku in the Gardens 2008
Saturday June 28th.
Walkden Gardens, Derbyshire Road, Sale, Cheshire
A River of Gravel
Pruned shrub –
On the garden soil
A school pencil
Between one thought and the next the taste of
wasabi
On raked ground
A little maple has left
Two pale green leaves
A bright pink
Circle of ice
I want to eat you
In the gap under the
beech hedge
Is that a small Buddha
or a tree stump?
On the theatre lawn
A tiny vial of fairy dust
A man walks his dog
By a river of gravel
Raked ripples silent
Ice circles
Drip onto moss below

A gravel circle
The tall English
tree
“Security alert”
Stands watch
over all
No one can see
The cat
In the shrubbery

Eastern rocks drift
Through circles
of enlightenment
Wafts of privetscented suburbia
Sunlight on foliage clouds
Soft around the aged rocks
Walking away
From voices of people
To voices of birds

Gently falls the rain
Glossing leaves and flower
Each whisper-quiet
What tide stranded this boulder on its pebbled
shore?
Sheer beech walls
Leaf on leaf layer
Disclosing
Noodles in the stone garden

Jointly composed by members of:
The British Haiku Society
Japanese Garden Society
Japan Society North-West
at Walkden Japanese Garden, Sale
28 June 2008
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Ishikawa Takuboku
by Nigel Cordon

In the summer of 1910, writer Ishikawa Takuboku (1886-1912) wrote this well-known
tanka poem:
No matter how hard I work
My life doesn't get any easier
I stare at my hands.

On a shallow level this sums up the frustration
of everyday life, but when you hear more about
his life you realise the real depths of sadness in
his poetry. These words are very similar to one
of the last things my mother wrote and carry a
very poignant meaning for me.
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dansha International, 1966. Sadly out of print. )
Wrote GREAT
in the sand
a hundred times
forgot about dying
and went on home
Thought I'd
stopped telling lies
that was this morning-just told
another

Somehow he captures feelings as well as moments, and there is a stark honesty about his
poetry. Even the title ‘A Handful of Sand’
evokes the image of the hour glass, time slipping away! Here’s another one:
On a white strip of sand
on a tiny island
in the eastern sea
drowned in tears
I play with a crab

What is Tanka?

Statue of Takuboku in Hakodate,
Hokkaidō (from Wikipedia)
Ishikawa Takuboku was a Japanese poet born
on February 20, 1886. He died of tuberculosis
on April 13, 1912. He was well known as both a
tanka and 'modern-style' (shintaishi) or 'freestyle' (jiyūshi) poet; he joined the "socialistic"
group of Japanese poets. He was born at Jokoji
Temple in Iwate Gun Hinoto village (Now
known as Tamayama Village Hinoto). His major works were Ichiakuno suna (A Handful of
Sand) 1910 and Kanashiki gangu (Sad Toys)
which was published posthumously in 1912.
Takuboku's tanka raised the art form to new
levels. Poems, he said, were his sad toys. Here
are some samples: (Translations from ‘Poems to Eat’. Ishikawa
Takuboku. (Carl Sesar, Translator.) Tokyo: Ko-

Tanka are 31-syllable poems. They have been
the most popular form of poetry in Japan for at
least 1300 years. Tanka is older than haiku, and
tanka poems evoke a moment or mark an occasion with precision and musicality. During Japan's Heian period (794-1185 A.D.) it was considered essential for a woman or man of culture
to be able to both compose beautiful poetry and
to choose the most aesthetically pleasing and
appropriate paper, ink, and symbolic attachment
to go with it. No experience was quite complete
until a tanka had been written about it.
In Japanese, tanka is often written in one
straight line, but in English and other languages, we usually divide the lines into the five
syllabic units: 5-7-5-7-7. Each line consists of
one image or idea, though in the best tanka the
five lines often flow seamlessly into one
thought.
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The year 2005 was the 1,100th anniversary of
the first Japanese imperial anthology, Kokinshu.
The year also marked the 800th anniversary of
Shinkokinshu which was the eighth in a series
of 21 imperial anthologies. The first imperial
anthology compiled in 905, and the eighth in
1205, together with the first great anthology of
about 4,500 poems compiled in the 8th century,
Manyoshu (Collection of a Myriad of Leaves),
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represent the three greatest anthologies of Japanese poems.
To this day the tanka tradition survives vigorously in Japan; the total number of tanka poems
written in Japan each year must be in the order
of millions, with major national newspapers
alone receiving hundreds of thousands of tanka
for their regular competitions.

Help wanted
Wanted: Male and female
Japanese speakers to do voice over
work for an hotel group. Interested?
Email Barbara Prentice at
scripts@s2blue.com

Japanese extras required for film
shoot. NHK is making a programme
called “Cloud upon the Slope” set in the
1940s. Filming in November in
Liverpool. Extras will be paid. Call Karl
Prescott on 0871-789-1022.

JAPAN-UK 150
On 26 August 1858 fully-fledged diplomatic relations between Japan and the
United Kingdom were established as a result of the signing of the AngloJapanese Treaty of Amity and Commerce in Edo (the present Tokyo). To mark
this anniversary the embassy of Japan in the UK has set up JAPAN-UK 150,
an exciting series of Japan-related events in London and all around the UK. It
will be inaugurated in September and will run until the end of next year. It will
feature a wide range of activities designed to encourage exchange in such
fields as culture, the arts, sport, education and science. Have a look at the website http://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp/japanuk150/index.html to find out more.
Meeting coming up is: Friday 24th Oct, 6pm. Japan and Britain Today: interactions and business
relations in a globalising world. Cosmo Rodewald Concert Hall, University of Manchester. FREE

Thank you
Hi everyone. I thought I would just write this to thank you all for your support during the last few
years in my role of editor of this newsletter. I hope you have enjoyed
reading it as much as I have enjoyed putting it together. But the time has come to
hand over to someone else. Please join
me by welcoming the new editor, Yuko
Howes. I’m sure she won’t find me a hard
act to follow! Regards, John.
Angela Davies and the JSNW Committee thank John very much for producing
such an excellent newsletter over the
past few years.
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THE BIRDS OF HAIKU
by Martin Lucas,
British Haiku Society
Tsubame / Swallow, Hirundo rustica
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Calendar of Events
2008
August 31st
10:30 am to 3:30 pm
Building a Japanese Garden
Prof Fukuhara
The Barn, The Coach House,
Calderstones Park
Liverpool
September 18th
Thursday
Grosvenor Museum Chester

This is the same bird as our own swallow,
and the barn swallow of North America. It
is an abundant summer visitor to Kyushu,
Shikoku and Honshu; it is uncommon in
Hokkaido. Small numbers also winter in
the warmer parts of Japan. In late summer and autumn, prior to migration, it
gathers in large communal roosts, some of
which have been estimated to hold 40,000
birds. It prefers open cultivated country:
wet rice fields, ponds, marshes and reedbeds. Its haiku season is Spring, and it
features in 11 poems in Blyth’s Haiku,
where it is to be found flitting unexpectedly through doorways, and, in a haiku by
Issa, out of the Great Buddha’s nose. In
other words, the poets attribute to the
swallow a lively temerity.

‘Old Japan and its transformation into a modern
state’.
A lecture by Glyn Parry.
October
A visit to ETSU, an authentic
Japanese Restaurant in Liverpool.
(It’s really very good. Ed.)
November
Umon Tachibana (Possibly Nov 29th). We are
planning to get a demonstration of Calligraphy for
Rakugo (Japanese Comedy) by Umon Tachibana.
Details to be confirmed.
December 13th

Bounenkai!!!!
*****
In 2009 we are thinking about arranging a Taiko
Drumming workshop. Anyone interested?

The swallow
Turns a somersault;
What has it forgotten?
Tsubakuro ya
nani wo wasurete
chūgaeri
Otsuyū
Editor: John Croall
Contributers:
JC, Nigel Cordon, Martin Lucas (BHS).
Cover Photo: Kevin Howes
Other photos: KH, JC, Nigel Cordon,
Bob Nancarrow & JSNW members
Contacts: Event coordinator: Nigel Cordon
email (preferred): events@jsnw.org.uk
or tel: 01925 728448

Electric Bonsai
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