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JSNW Bounenkai Celebration Ends Excellent Year
Happy New Year to all of our JSNW members! I
hope you had a wonderful time over the holidays
and are feeling refreshed and ready to tackle the
New Year. Speaking of starting afresh, JSNW
members and non-members alike joined our
Bounenkai celebration in December last year to
get together, eat some food and forget the year!
For those of you who don’t know, Bounenkai
literally means “forget the year gathering” in
Japanese. Perhaps your year didn’t go so well and
you’re ready for a fresh start in 2015 – Bounenkai
is a great time to forget your worries (and maybe
even drink so much that you literally forget the
year!). JSNW hosts a Bounenkai each year, and
2014 was another great one.
Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk

We started with the traditional sake “kanpai”,
where we raised our sake cups to toast the
beginning of the celebration. Next, the fabulous
Takayasu Takemoto from Sushi Craft introduced
us to the culinary delights that we would be
sampling throughout the evening. There were so
many options that I was spoiled for choice, but my
personal favourites were the yakisoba noodles and
the green tea crepe! He also made beautiful
Osaka-style okonomiyaki (a kind of Japanese
pancake - see our last newsletter for a Hiroshimastyle okonomiyaki recipe) and many other lovely
dishes. After we had chosen what we wanted, we
sat down at our tables to eat. It was great to put
names to faces and share stories with other
members as we ate.
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Next was the evening’s entertainment, starting
with Christmas-themed origami. We were
expertly coached by Annabel and Gail Cordon
who showed us how to make origami Santas,
Christmas trees, stars and, hardest of all, an
origami Christmas wreath - the making of which
was turned into a race between teams.

I have to admit my origami Santa was a little
dubious, but everyone got into the Christmas
spirit and I saw some very impressive pieces being
made. Last, but certainly not least, we rounded
off the evening with a quiz about all things
Japanese - teams being tested on their knowledge
of history, geography, food and modern culture and a raffle.
After wishing everyone a Merry Christmas, I
waddled off home happy, full of noodles, and
ready to start the New Year. I would encourage all
of our members and anyone interested in Japan
to come along to our next Bounenkai or even host
your own! But you don’t have to wait that long to
make new friends and share your Japanese
interests, why not come along to one of our
Japanese Conversation Evenings? Our first
Japanese Conversation Evening of 2015 will be
held in Manchester, and we have many more
events scheduled for 2015 in the North West.
Hope to see you at an event soon!
Article by Sally Myers, photos by Kevin Howes.

Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk
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JSNW Origami Workshop, People’s History Museum, Manchester
Although the first written reference to papermodelling was made by the poet Ihara Seikoku in
1680, Japanese origami (from “ori” meaning
folding and “kami” paper) is believed to have
developed from the Heian period (794-1185)
tradition of using paper butterflies to represent
bride and groom at weddings. In the early 20th
Century origami underwent a revolution in form
inspired by new techniques developed by
practitioners such as Akira Yoshizawa, and from
the 1980’s the use of mathematical techniques
has allowed paper-modelling of extraordinary
complexity to be develop.
On 25th October Japan Society North West was
invited to demonstrate the art of origami as part
of Manchester Print Fair No. 8, which took place
at the People’s History Museum in Manchester.
The People’s History Museum contains an
impressive record of Manchester’s social history
and was a lovely venue for our origami workshop,
which was located in a cosy side room of the
Engine Hall along with letterpress and screenprinting demonstrations.

Throughout the day a steady stream of curious
people, ranging in age from young children to
older adults, made their way to the JSNW tables
to try their hand at origami.

The tables were initially covered in paper squares
of various colours provided by GF Smith Paper
(the square shape being the best to use when
making origami) but were soon also covered in
penguins, cranes, foxes, kimonos, turtles, whales
and various other objects whose shape was less
easy to guess.

Enthusiastic assistance was provided by JSNW
members, who skilfully managed to guide even
the clumsiest- as well as those (like me) who
struggled to understand the instructions on the
origami design cards- into creating something
worthwhile, and ensured everyone enjoyed
themselves. Although the workshop was
supposed to last an hour it actually lasted
considerably longer, due to the continuous
interest shown by visitors.
One of the best things about origami is that it is a
relatively simple and low cost art to start, and if
you begin with simple designs it is quite easy to
create something rewarding from the first
attempt. For those who wish to try their hand at
this art there are plenty of instructions and video
guides online. There is also a British Origami
Society, further details about which can be found
at britishorigami.info. Origami paper is also
cheaply and easily available online.
Article and photos by Tim Evans

Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk
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Rakugo at the Comedy Store: Sunshine Returns to Manchester

If you attended this year's Japan Day you may
recognize Katsura Sunshine, a Rakugo
performer who entertained us with his comic
stories in the Midland Hotel’s Trafford Suite.
Sunshine returned to Manchester in
November, where he performed a longer set
at the Comedy Store involving music, audience
participation and more fantastic tales from his
time as a Rakugo storyteller!
Rakugo is a 400 year old comedy form that has
been described as a “sitcom with a single
person playing all the parts”. During the
performance the entertainer sits on stage in
the “seiza” position and, using only a small
cloth and paper fan as props, tells a long
comedic story- using only slight changes in
voice pitch and tone, and angle of the head, to
indicate the different characters. Today there
are over 700 professional storytellers
practicing in the two main traditions of the art
(Tokyo (Edo) and Osaka (Kamigata) traditions).
Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk

Canadian-born Sunshine became a Rakugo
apprentice in 2008 and is the first Western
Rakugo storyteller in the history of the
“Kamigata” tradition. He told us about the
difficulties of the strict apprenticeship itself,
when he was not allowed to drink, smoke, or
go on dates, and had to do menial chores for
his Rakugo master. His apprenticeship allowed
him to learn about storytelling by observing
his master, who only tells his own Rakugo
stories (of which he has written more than
200).
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Sunshine Returns to Manchester
Sunshine told us that he shocks Japanese audiences
both by speaking in his native tongue, English “Sunshine-san speaks very good English. I was
surprised” - and also by performing in Japanese "You made some errors in your Japanese. Please try
not to."

Sunshine with Yuko Howes, our Chairman
Article by Claire Gardner, photos Kevin
Howes.
Editor’s Comment

Sunshine went on to tell a variety of comic stories,
including translation difficulties he experienced
when visiting New York with his master ("Of course,
I didn't know he was saying 'Statue of Liberty' in
Japanese!"), the many, many ways of saying “thank
you” and making yourself humble in Japanese, and
finally the problems fathers encounter trying to
solve their son’s long-winded maths questions
about forest-green turtles heads and red-crested
cranes legs. This last joke left the audience in
stitches, and ended another fabulous performance
by the very talented Katsura Sunshine.

I hope you’ve all had an excellent Christmas
and New Year! This year has been as busy as
ever for Japan Society North West, page seven
of this newsletter providing a photographic
summary of last year’s events (except for our
monthly Japanese Conversation Evenings).
Biggest of all was Japan Day, our free-to-enter
showcase of Japanese culture, at Manchester’s
beautiful Midland Hotel. The attendance of
2,200 far exceeded expectations for an August
Bank Holiday Monday and we were delighted
to have introduced so many people to such
widely differing aspects of Japan’s unique and
wonderful culture.
We greatly value and are grateful to those
who have helped us with our activities during
the year, and for the continuing support of our
members. If you have ideas for events please
e-mail our Events Co-ordinator, Nigel Cordon,
at events@jsnw.org.uk; and if you have ideas
for newsletter articles, please contact me, Tim
Evans, at newsletter@jsnw.org.uk.
Best Wishes for 2015!

Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk
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My Visit to a Horror-themed Bar in Matsuyama
One of the many notable things about Japan is the
number of themed bars and restaurants there are
in the country. You can go to Ninja-themed bars,
cat cafes (where you sit surrounded by actual cats),
owl cafes (same thing, but with owls not cats),
Alcatraz prison bars, TGV (train) themed bars, Maid
Cafes, in fact there is probably a bar or café with
pretty well any theme you can think of. One of the
most popular types is the horror-themed bar or
restaurant, of which there are many sub-categories,
depending on which demon you want to share your
meal with.

When I visited Japan in 2007 I was lucky enough to
spend a week in Matsuyama, a beautiful city
located on the north coast of Shikoku (the smallest
of Japan’s four main islands). Matsuyama is famous
for Dogo Onsen (upon which the onsen in “Spirited
Away” is based), being the location of novelist
Natsume Soseki’s novel “Botchan” and also for its
beautiful castle, one of the finest in Japan. It is not
famous for horror-themed bars but it does have
one, to which I was taken by my hosts one evening.
We entered the bar down a flight of steps, which
took us into a crime-scene style ante-room with
radiation warning signs, police tape and a flashing
light. There we were frisked and, once we had all
been processed, were led by a warder to a cell
complete with menus and locked inside.
Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk

The food was a mix of both Japanese and Western
fast food and very reasonably priced- once we had
chosen, the food and beer appeared very quickly,
and we had a merry hour or so consuming it.
After a respectable amount of time had passed,
enough for the food to be finished and digested,
the atmosphere changed dramatically. The lights
dimmed, a warning siren started wailing and
strobing red lights bathed the cells with eerie dark
light. Suddenly zombies appeared, racing through
the cell block at impressive speed- these were more
the athletic “28 Days Later” type than George
Romero’s lurching undead. Abruptly our cell door
flew inwards and two zombies burst in, snarling.
Then smiled, gave a “V” sign and posed for photossince they were, after all, Japanese zombies.

The evening was fun and gave me a nice adrenaline
rush, and the beer and food were excellent value.
The only disappointment was this was Zombie
season- for part of the year it is Sadako season and
since I love “Ringu”, I would’ve preferred that.
Zombies are of course a Western phenomenon, not
a Japanese one- the reason being, quite simply,
virtually all (99.9%) Japanese people are cremated
upon death. So should a Zombie Apocalypse ever
happen, you know exactly where to go.
Article and photos by Tim Evans.
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Photographic Record of the Year: JSNW Events in 2014
“James Lord Bowes” Lecture,
Liverpool

Sarah’s Manga Workshop,
Manchester

Japan Day

Tea Tasting at Bo Concept,
Manchester

“Foreign Duck” Film Screening,
Padgate

Origami Workshop, Manchester
“HAFU” Documentary Screening,
Padgate

Katsura Sunshine “Rakugo”
Comedy gig, Manchester
“Kodomo No Hi” Children’s
Workshops, Liverpool

Bounenkai Celebration,
Padgate
10th Anniversary AGM, Padgate

Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk
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Future JSNW Events
Needle Felting and Furoshiki
Wrapping Workshop

Who Killed Yukio Mishima?
Talk by Damian Flanagan

2.15pm- 4pm, Saturday 7th February
Padgate Community Centre

2pm- 3.45pm, Saturday 28th February
Liverpool World Museum

If you want a unique present to give on special
occasions then this is the workshop for you! Come
and join us to learn how to create your own needle
felt characters, and take your masterpieces home.

Yukio Mishima was arguably the most internationally
famous Japanese celebrity of the last century: an
author prodigiously talented and dazzlingly prolific,
but also a showman who found time to be a movie
actor, martial arts devotee, body builder, political
campaigner and world traveller. He was described by
Yasunari Kawabata, the first Japanese winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature, as the kind of genius who
comes along every 300 years.

You will also learn how to wrap various styles of
presents using furoshiki (traditional Japanese
wrapping cloth) to make your presents stand out. The
perfect workshop to attend with Valentine’s Day just
round the corner!
Price- £4 for members, £6 for non-members.
If you would like to attend please contact our events
coordinator, Nigel Cordon, at events@jsnw.org.uk

Chanko Nabe- Food and Sumo Event
21st March, Padgate Community Centre

Please check our website for updates!

When Mishima died in the most dramatic manner
possible on November 25th 1970, the entire Japanese
nation was stunned. The extraordinary circumstances
of the death- known as the “Mishima Incident”would become Japan’s “JFK moment”, one where
every Japanese person would remember what they
were doing when they heard the news.
In his new Mishima biography published on Reaktion
Books, Damian Flanagan offers a fresh analysis of the
events that led Mishima to his meeting with destiny
in 1970. Who or what caused his death? And what
meaning does his extraordinary life and death still
hold for modern Japan? In his talk, Damian will
present the real story behind the most unforgettable
day in modern Japanese history.

This is a free to enter event.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER.
Visit our web site at jsnw.org.uk
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