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NEWSLETTER 
JSNW Member Receives Award from Japanese Embassy  

 
JSNW Member Graham Hardman Receives Award from His Excellency Mr Keiichi Hayashi 

 

                                             
 

On December 7th 2015, Graham Hardman, 
currently Vice-President of the Japanese Garden 
Society, was awarded The Order of The Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Rosette by the Japanese 
Ambassador, His Excellency Mr Keiichi Hayashi.  

The Order is very prestigious and awarded only to 
those who have made distinguished achievements 
in international relations, promotion of Japanese 
culture, and advancements in their field. It is the 
third highest order bestowed by the Japanese 
government. 

Of the other two one is reserved for heads of state 
or royalty, and the other mainly for politicians. 
This honour has been conferred on non-Japanese 
recipients since the 1980’s. 

Graham was recognised for his contribution to 
furthering the spread of information about 
Japanese gardens and their history; being involved 
in promoting the construction of Japanese gardens 
at locations in the UK, as well as encouraging the 
wider development of the Japanese Garden 
Society. 
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The event, hosted by the Ambassador at the 
Embassy  of Japan in London, was attended by 
about 60 people including Graham’s wife Lorna, 
family and friends (many of whom are JGS 
members), staff from the Embassy, and also 
Japan-related organisations that had cooperated 
and assisted Graham with his work and varied 
projects.  

The Ambassador gave a warm speech praising 
Graham for having been so enterprising in the 
way he had changed course after retirement, 
moving away from a field completely unrelated to 
gardening. 

Graham himself gave an interesting talk about his 
work, particularly with the JGS, whose members 
he thanked wholeheartedly for helping to build 
and maintain the gardens.  

He also thanked the Embassy, as well as 
organisations such as the Great Britain Sasakawa 
Foundation and the Anglo-Daiwa Foundation who 
had provided grants over the years. In addition he 
thanked Robert Ketchell for initially inspiring his 
interest in Japanese gardens. 

Article and front page photo by Angela Davies 

JSNW Member Receives Award

This event, a book signing/discussion organised by 
the Japan Foundation at the International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation’s venue on Cambridge Street 
in Manchester, brought together two 
contemporary Japanese writers to discuss their 
work and influences. Taking part were writer 
Simon Prentiss (as host), authors Takashi Hiraide 
and Kyoko Yoshida, and a translator- since both 
authors gave most of their replies in Japanese. 

Takashi Hiraide is a poet and writer from the 
island of Kyushu. His novel “The Guest Cat” was 
first published in Japan in 2001, but not published 
in English until 2016. Despite this, the novel is now 
on both the New York Times and Sunday Times 
Bestseller lists. 

 

“The Guest Cat” describes the rejuvenation of the 
relationship between husband and wife caused by 
their adoption of a cat (Chibi) that had invited 
itself into their home, as they interact with this 
new member of their household. 

Takashi explained that some of the novel- 
including location, living quarters for instance- are 
based on fact, although the novel is a mixture of 
reality and fiction.  

Japan Now: Discussion by Authors 
Takashi Hiraide and Kyoko Yoshida 
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•   Interestingly, he pointed out there were some 
problems when translating the novel into English. 
For example whereas in Japanese personal 
pronouns (such as “I”, “he” and “she”) are not 
necessary in a sentence, in English they are. As a 
result the narrator, who in the novel is meant to be 
a detached observer, in the English translation 
sometimes becomes a character in the story.  

Takashi originally only wrote poetry, and considers 
“Guest Cat” a “poetry to prose” experiment. He 
explained that he likes poetry because he can 
manipulate time and space; with an “I” novel such 
as “Guest Cat” he cannot do so, and so for him 
writing this sort of novel is an antidote to and a 
change from poetry. Novels are also more 
commercially viable since, as Takashi pointed out, 
to sell only 200 copies of a poetry book is normal!! 

Another influence on Takashi’s writing is modern 
art; he regards book covers as an art form in 
themselves, and books themselves as a design form 
with which he can experiment (for instance, a “fold 
out” form for his poetry). 

Kyoko Yoshida, like Takashi, is from the island of 
Kyushu. Unlike Takashi, who writes in Japanese, 
Kyoko writes in English; “Disorientalism”, a 
collection of surreal short stories, is her first book. 

She began by reading a story called “Disappointing 
Animals” in which a kangaroo loses his job and then 
his partner, all he is left with being his departed 
partner’s “stupid cat”. The cat providing, Kyoko 
joked, the link between her presentation and 
Takashi Hiraide’s! 

After she left University in Japan Kyoko went to the 
University of Wisconsin in the United States to 
study creative writing, with a number of her short 
stories subsequently being published in US literary 
journals. This is one of the reasons she writes in 
English; another being she regards creative writing 
a useful study tool to improve her English!! 

Kyoko told us she doesn’t feel she fits into the 
“Japanese” literary scene, and not many Japanese 
people buy her books. Equally, however, she has 
been irritated by descriptions of her work as being 
“Zen”, “Haiku” or like “Ikebana” by some of her 
mainly non-Japanese audience. Hence the reason 
she called her book “Disorientalism”; she wants to 
take the reader somewhere they do not expect to 
go.  

 

Following the presentations by the two authors, 
there was a short question and answer session; 
one question being whether there was as big a gulf 
between conventional and unconventional 
literature in Japan as there is in the West? Kyoko 
suggested there wasn’t; one of Japan’s most 
famous and popular authors being Kobo Abe for 
example, whose work is classed as surrealist in the 
West. Takashi felt there was no real distinction 
between “conventional” and “unconventional” 
since once a book became successful it was 
mainstream. 

A book-signing concluded this fascinating event, 
with both authors selling quite a few copies of 
their books. If you wish to buy them, they can be 
ordered online or from bookshops. 

Article and photos by Tim Evans 

Japan Now: Discussion by Authors Takashi Hiraide and Kyoko Yoshida 
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“Black Coyote”: Character Inspiration/Development by Artist Nikki Kidura
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All this excitement was only part 1 of the event. 
After a one hour break, part 2 started in which our 
own JSNW member, Yanagi Ryu jujutsu, 
demonstrated how a samurai wearing armour 
would have fought, with 2 people wearing full 
armour and Chris Davies explaining throughout. 

Yuko Howes and Lucy (dressed in armour) 

The lecture theatre was even more crowded for this 
than for part 1, full to capacity with enthusiastic 
people anxious to watch a samurai fight in armour. 
There was a rumour that a photographer from The 
Times was also in the crowd! 

The Grosvenor Museum organized this event to 
promote their Samurai armour exhibition. We are 
very grateful that we were able to cooperate in this. 
We would like to continue this relationship with the 
Museum for the future. It was a great day. 

Article by Yuko Howes, photo Kevin Howes 

 

It was a beautiful sunny day on Saturday 30 January, 
and the streets in the bustling city of Chester were 
jammed with tourists’ cars. And the lecture theatre 
at the Grosvenor Museum was just as crowded as 
outside, packed with people who were keen to 
observe how a samurai put on his armour. 

Shortly after I settled in my seat, the demonstrator, 
Derek, started dressing a model, Lucy, at the 
Grosvenor Museum, in original samurai armour from
the 16th century, explaining in great detail the 
cultural and historic background of each part. 

This was a very rare treat as even in Japan, although 
old samurai armours are displayed at many 
museums, they would be never willing to actually 
use them to dress a person, because they are 
worried about damaging the armour. So it was very 
entertaining to me also as a Japanese to watch the 
whole process of dressing a person in samurai 
armour. It started from shin protectors, then 
something that looked like a skirt to protect around 
hips, and all the way to the helmet, that is called 
“Kabuto”.  

This particular armour was for a high-ranking 
samurai (probably some sort of lord) so it even came 
with a face mask, which has a real moustache on! 
Indeed, this caught one young audience member’s 
attention, and he asked why it had a moustache. For 
this, Derek just told him “tradition!” I learned on this 
day that I should say “tradition” whenever I am 
asked about some aspect of Japanese culture that I 
don’t know about! I was very impressed how well 
the armour was created, at the time when there 
were no elastic or zippers, to fit a human body. 

It was very clear that other people in the theatre 
were also thrilled to watch this, as there were many 
questions from the audience during the course of 
the dressing. Once the dressing was complete, we 
were able to come close to the dressed model, and 
to touch the armour and admire it. 

Samurai Armour Dressing and Combat, Grosvenor Museum, Chester
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Editor’s Comment

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles for this newsletter, with an extra-special 
mention to Nikki Kidura for her beautifully composed article and lovely art. She will be 
having a table at Japan Day this summer, so please visit it to see more of her art. 

In Japan Spring is “Hanami” season, where cherry-blossom parties like the one above 
(photo taken in Ueno Park, Tokyo) follow the “Sakura-zanzen” (cherry-blossom front) 
northwards through Japan. If you are lucky enough to have visited Japan during the brief 
cherry-blossom season you will realise just how beautiful and spectacular the glorious 
masses of “Sakura” are. Parks will be full so don’t go expecting to be the only one there 
but the season is excellent fun, with people eating, drinking and enjoying themselves 
among the blossoms and, amazingly, leaving the parks spotlessly clean afterwards. 

If you have any ideas for articles please contact me, Tim Evans, at 
newsletter@jsnw.org.uk 

I would like to wish all members an enjoyable Spring! 
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Discover Japan!! 
Saturday 7th May 

11am to 4pm 
World Museum, William Brown Street, 

Liverpool L3 8EN 

 
Can you write in Japanese, make origami animals 
or would you like to try the chopstick challenge? 

Join us at the World Museum in Liverpool for a 
fun day of Japanese-related activities for both 

adults and children! 

 

Future JSNW Events 

Japan Day 

Saturday 20th August 2016 
10:30am to 5:30pm 

Liverpool Guild of Students,  

160 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool 

L3 5TR 

 

20th August marks the date of JSNW’s great day-
long free festival of Japanese culture, this year 
being held in Liverpool. The programme will be 

as varied as ever and each time the festival 
brings fantastic surprises so please keep an eye 

on the Japan Day website for updates- 
www.japanday.org.uk 

Annual General Meeting/ 
Talk By Helena Gaudekova 

Saturday 21st May  
2.30pm to 4.15pm  

The Extension, Padgate Community Centre,  
Station Road, Padgate, Warrington, WA2 0QS 

Following a talk by Helena Gaudekova (who gave 
an excellent presentation for us at the Friends 
Meeting House last year) we will be having our 

AGM. Members will be able to hear 
presentations of our accounts, events and 

membership, elect the Committee, vote on the 
accounts, ask questions and make suggestions. 

So please come, you’ll be welcome! 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER. 


