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NEWSLETTER 
“Shoryu” Ramen Launches in Manchester 

 
JSNW Vice Chair Yuko Howes with Shoryu’s owner, Mr Tokumine. 

 

                                             
 

24th November saw the VIP launch of Shoryu 
Restaurant in Manchester, the first branch of the 
ramen-specialist restaurant to open outside 
London. Shoryu has a reputation for producing 
excellent ramen and although 24th November saw
its official launch the restaurant had been packed 
since its actual opening date of 10th November, 
with long queues out the door (some people 
waiting over an hour) every night. 

I attended with my friend Tobie Rhyman; 

JSNW were officially invited and represented by 
Vice Chair Yuko Howes and our Treasurer, Kevin 
Howes. 

The restaurant was packed from the outset; VIPs 
including the Lord Mayor of Manchester Carl 
Austin-Behan, members of the press, partner 
organisations and (a nice and very Japanese 
touch) workers who had constructed and fitted 
out the restaurant. The bar staff were also 
included in the celebrations. 
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The launch began with speeches from the 
management team, which concluded with the 
breaking of a sake barrel using beautiful wooden 
mallets; a tradition often carried out by Shinto 
priests to open a party or ceremony.  

Celebration Sake Barrel 

Canapes and sake, beer, wine and cocktails were 
served to guests and, at the end of the evening, 
either the classic tonkotsu (pork) ramen or for 
vegetarians and others who do not eat pork, a 
lovely creamy miso soup. 

Tonkotsu Ramen 

Tobie commented that the ramen was as good as 
anything you would find in Japan, a real 
compliment. If you would like to check their menu 
and opening times their website is: 
https://www.shoryuramen.com/ 

Article Tim Evans, photos Kevin Howes 

Shoryu Restaurant Launch 

In this article, Akari Mochizuki writes about Enka 
music and her life and career as an Enka singer. 
Akari’s website is www.akarisinger.com 

My name is Akari Mochizuki and I am the only 
Japanese Enka singer based in the UK. In 2003, I 
came to study Drama in Cambridge and then studied 
Modern Music in London. I started my singing career 
in 2009 and have performed at different events and 
festivals since then, such as WOMAD 2010, HYPER 
JAPAN and Japan Matsuri. I have also been invited to 
sing at Doki Doki Manchester Japanese Festival in 
2015 and 2016. 

Enka is a Japanese music genre, which I think can be 
termed ‘Japanese blues’. The theme of Enka tends to 
be about the relationship between lovers, but 
mainly singing about a separation or unhappy 
ending. Japanese female Enka singer’s songs are 
often sung in minor keys and can sound sad and 
sentimental; when I started singing Enka at the age 
of three, I found it difficult to understand the mature 
theme of the songs. My first stage performance was 
at the age of seven, singing a song by Harumi 
Miyako- a legendary Enka singer in Japan. Her songs 
were popular in 80’s and influenced my singing style 
considerably.  

Enka: The Japanese “Blues”
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•   
Enka became popular in 70’s and TV shows, which
always featured a performance.  There was only 
one TV per house in those days and, therefore, all 
generations of the family listened to Enka songs 
together. 

Japanese karaoke culture also helped Enka become 
popular nationwide. Almost all Japanese towns 
have one or two karaoke boxes and most people 
chose Enka when they appeared in local singing 
contests. My father took part in one and won 1st 
prize!! He was a passionate Enka lover and trained 
me every day, hoping to make me a professional 
Enka singer in the future- which has actually 
happened, 20 years later.  

If you would like to sing Enka you need to know 
several special techniques that are unique to Enka. 
‘Kobushi’ is one of the main ones, a tremolo style 
present in almost all passages of a song; this is not 
an easy technique and requires daily practice for 
many years. I first achieved ‘Kobushi’ when I was 
10; it was such a sensational experience to feel the 
shocking “flip” in my throat. After that it took me 
ten more years to control the timing, and use the 
technique in the right place during the song. The 
other techniques used in Enka singing are ‘Vibrato’ 
and ‘Unari’ (roaring), which can also be found in 
other types of music. Combining these three 
techniques makes the authentic Enka sound. 

In 2009, I was offered a regular live show at a 
Japanese restaurant in London. The main customers 
then were Japanese ex-pats who wanted to feel at 
home and my show became popular among the 
Japanese community. By having regular shows, my 
performance got better and better.  

When I sing Enka songs for a Japanese audience, 
the melody is sentimental and the lyrics heart-
breaking, so they react emotionally. Some people 
cry. They enjoy the performance because they can 
also recall their younger days.  

On the other hand, it is difficult to convey the 
message of Enka to non-Japanese people who do 
not understand the Japanese language. That is 
why I always try to explain the meaning of the 
song before I start singing. I think it is better to 
know the background of the song so you can 
imagine the scenery and the story. My focus is to 
make Enka songs more familiar with the local 
audience.  

It has been 7 years since I started singing Enka in 
the UK but I would still like to tour round the 
country to introduce this great Japanese music.  

Enka is said to be similar to Portuguese “Fado” for 
its theme, sound, emotion and singing style, as 
well as to South Indian music. In other words, 
world music has many similarities and common 
themes that transcend national boundaries and to 
which everyone can relate. I think it is possible for 
Enka songs to gain popularity in this country, if I 
keep trying to sing for a wider audience. Until 
then, I would like to work as an Enka singer and 
train myself as a better performer.   

Article by Akari Mochizuki 

 

Akari Mochizuki and Enka: The Japanese “Blues”  
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Band Profile: Red Dogs

Red Dogs are a three-piece all-female punk band 
from Osaka, who formed in 2012. Their sound can 
best be described as a mixture of hardcore punk and 
garage rock, a fierce blend that marries high energy 
thunderous music with great tunes and spine-
tingling vocal harmonies. The band consists of 
Haruka on vocals and bass, Kazumi on drums and 
Maimai on guitar. Kazumi and Maimai also provide 
backing vocals.  

Despite their short existence Red Dogs have already 
played in the UK at the AWOD (Another Winter of 
Discontent) punk festival in Derby, alongside such 
stalwarts of the UK punk scene as Conflict. They 
made a great impression at the festival, so much so 
that Conflict asked Red Dogs to support them on 
their UK tour in July 2017. 

Kazumi, Haruka and MaiMai 

The band completed their first tour of Japan in 
October 2016, supporting the UK’s legendary 
Varukers on their “Extinct Government” campaign. 
The tour visited eight cities in nine manic days, one 
of the dates being a full-scale festival. 

Red Dogs have released two CDs- “Tricky Triangle” 
(which has sold out) and their current, excellent six-
track release “Break Out Your Radio”. They have 
been asked to supply two songs from “BOYR” for a 
forthcoming “Vampire”-themed movie and, with 
other dates and festivals also lined up, 2017 looks 
like it will be a busy year for them. 

As already mentioned Red Dogs will be touring the 
UK in July 2017, with Japan Society North West 
hosting their headlining date at the Star and Garter 
pub in Manchester on 14th July. The Star and Garter 
is a legendary venue that has seen gigs by many 
Japanese bands including Tokyo’s extraordinary 
Polysics. Please come and welcome Red Dogs when 
they play here. 

MaiMai 

You can purchase their music at Bandcamp at 
https://red-dogs.bandcamp.com/releases and listen 
to songs from their first CD, free, on Soundcloud at 
https://soundcloud.com/red-dogs. The Red Dogs 
official website is http://www.red-dogs.info/   

Article by Tim Evans, photos from Red Dogs’ 
website. 
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When I arrived I was presented with a goody bag, 
the contents of which were a glowstick, “Pocky” 
chocolate, a small striped “candy” stick, Christmas 
cracker and a Meian Café mirror- the contents 
illustrating the wholly good-natured fun of the 
Maid Café concept. I was then politely escorted to 
my seat, had my order taken and then fetched to 
my table by Maid Tsukiko. 

There are six maids in the Meian Maid Café; Maids 
Tsukiko, Chiyo, Akari, Mitsuko, Yuuki and Nanashi. 
Throughout the evening they performed solo and 
collective dance routines, footage of the same 
routines from round the world being screened at 
the back of the café while they danced.  

Maids Chiyo and Akari 

Attendees (about 30 mostly young Cosplay fans) 
waved their glowsticks during the dances 
(collective audience participation of this sort being 
a feature of “pop” style events in Japan).  

On 3rd December, Nexus Café hosted a maid café 
organised by the Newcastle-based Meian (Japanese 
for “light and dark”) Maid Café; “Light and Darkness 
together in one kawaii (cute) package” explaining 
their ethos. All their events are charity events; 
takings from this latest café (their second) being 
given to an epilepsy charity. 

Maid Cafés grew out of the Cosplay/Manga scene in 
Japan, the girls dressing in French-maid style 
costumes that originated in Manga tales. The first 
café opened in 2001 in the Akihabara district of 
Tokyo, and since then they have spread all over 
Japan and out into the wider world. Maids treat 
customers as Masters and Mistresses, provide 
waitress service, dance and play games. There are 
Butler cafés with the same roles being played by 
young men, but this phenomenon has not so far 
appeared in the UK. 

Contents of the Goody Bag 

This was the second stand-alone maid café I have 
attended at Nexus Café, though maid service has 
been provided at all four DokiDoki Festivals and 
also at our 5th Japan Day at Manchester Midland 
Hotel in 2014. 

 
 

 

Meian Maid Café, Nexus Café, Manchester 
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Despite our best efforts, however, part-way through 
the evening Maid Chiyo had to give us a lesson in 
how to wave our glowsticks properly, and with the 
correct chants and enthusiasm; we were much 
better after that. 

From top left- Maids Chiyo, Akari, Mitsuko, 
Nanashi and Tsukiko 

At the end audience members were presented with 
a Christmas-themed “chekki” (polaroid photo) taken 
with their favourite maids. 

The whole event was beautifully well organised and 
good fun, so if you’d like to go to a future event 
please check their website- 
http://www.meianmaids.com/  

They were also featured in a Manchester Evening 
News article just before the Nexus Café event. The 
article includes video footage of the maids at events 
and introducing themselves- 
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-
on/whats-on-news/meian-maid-cafe-manchester-
nexus-12258089 

Article and photos by Tim Evans 

 

 
 
 

Plans for 2017: Thoughts from our 
Chairman, Nigel Cordon 

Nigel Cordon is our chairman and events 
coordinator and, in addition to the other 
considerable contributions he has made in his eight 
years on the JSNW Committee, has organised taiko 
drumming workshops, a koto performance, 
Japanese Garden visits, a talk about Sumo and is 
also a vital part of the Japan Day team. In this 
article he summarises JSNW’s exciting and 
forward-looking plans for 2017. 

Plans for 2017 

I would like to promote interest in Kabuki this year; 
and so to this end we are planning a number of 
events that are Kabuki inspired including DVD 
screenings of live Kabuki plays, which are a truly 
breath-taking and beautiful spectacle. If you would 
like to see examples of this fascinating world you 
can do so on NHK World, which is available on 
satellite or cable TV (search for “Kabuki Cool”). You 
can also dip into the Kabuki world online at 
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/tv/kabukiko
ol/  

Scene from the kabuki play “The 47 Ronin” 

I am very pleased to announce that after I 
approached the Great Britain Sasakawa 
Foundation, they very generously decided to 
support our event plan for 2017. Our event 
schedule is very busy and includes:- 

 

Meian Maid Cafe 
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  January 

1) Shinnenkai: on January 14th, a lovely meal with a 
sake toast, fun games and a shamisen 
performance.  

2) Kabuki DVD screening: on January 28th we will 
be screening “Yoshitsune Senbonzakura” at the 
International Society in Manchester. 

February 

“Go” Workshop: On the 25th February we are 
hosting a workshop by Manchester Go Club at Ada 
House in Manchester. This will consist of a talk 
about Go plus an opportunity to play the game. 

Nigel Cordon 

March 

“Brexit and Future Japanese Relations” Talk:  
On Friday 17th March we are honoured to be 
hosting a talk by Mr Shinichi Iida, Cultural Minister 
at the Japanese Embassy. The Minister’s 
fascinating and very topical talk will be at 
Manchester University. 

April 

“The Dark Secret of Natsume Soseki” Talk:            
On 29th April author Damian Flanagan will be giving 
a talk about this great novelist at “Summerville”, 
65 Daisy Bank Road, Victoria Park, Manchester. 

May 

1) “Discover Japan” Day (Kodomo-no-Hi): On 20th 

May this mini-festival will again be taking place at 
the World Museum in Liverpool. It is a great, fun 
event which is always really well attended. 

2) Our Annual General Meeting takes place on 27th 
May, at which we will also be screening a Kabuki 
DVD. Our AGM is an important chance for our 
members to see our accounts, a summary of our 
performance over the year and make their voices 
heard, so please come along. 

July 

1) Red Dogs gig: On Friday 14th July we are very 
pleased to be hosting our ever first gig. The gig, 
starring the excellent all-female Osaka punk band 
Red Dogs, will take place at the legendary “Star 
and Garter” pub in Manchester. 

2) Lesley Downer Talk: On 29th July Lesley will be 
giving a fascinating talk about her latest book at 
Friends Meeting House in Liverpool. 

The Society is here to introduce Japanese culture 
to the North West. Come along to our events and 
discover the many facets of the fascinating country 
that is Japan! 

Challenges 

The maximum number of people allowed on the 
committee is 12, but we currently only have seven. 
We need new people on the committee to give us 
new ideas/event plans, and to assist in our work; in 
particular we need a new Membership Secretary, 
for which a little knowledge of Excel is useful.  

Anyone who wishes to volunteer and make 
something Japanese happen is very welcome to 
contact us!!! If you are interested, please contact 
me at events@jsnw.org.uk 

宜しくお願いします。 
(Yoroshiku onegai shimasu). 

Nigel. 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER. 

Kabuki DVD Screening: 
“Yoshitsune Senbonzakura” 

Saturday 28th January. 
1.30pm to 3pm. 

JSNW would like to invite you to a DVD screening of the 
fabulous kabuki play “Yoshitsune Senbonzakura”. 

 
The screening is free and tea, coffee and sushi will be 
available. Tea and coffee are £2, payable on the day; 

sushi is £6, payable in advance to the event organiser, 
Nigel Cordon. If you would like to attend the event or 

order sushi please contact Nigel at events@jsnw.org.uk

Venue: International Society, William Kay House, 
327 Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PG  

“The Dark Secret of Natsume Soseki” - a talk 
Saturday 29th April 

This talk by author Damian Flanagan is a joint JSNW/ 
JETAA event. 

 

Venue: Summerville, 65 Daisy Bank Road,  
Victoria Park, Manchester M14 5QL 

“Go” Workshop 
Saturday 25th February. 

2pm to 4pm. 

On 25th February Manchester “Go” Club will be 
presenting a “Go” workshop. The workshop will begin 

with a talk, after which there will be an opportunity for 
attendees to play the game. 

 

Refreshments will be available at the event; there is 
plenty of cheap parking around the venue. If you would 
like to attend please contact our event organiser, Nigel 

Cordon, at events@jsnw.org.uk 

Venue: Europia, 2nd Floor, Ada House,  
77 Thompson Street, Manchester, M4 5FY 

Future JSNW Events 

“Brexit and Future Japanese Relations”- a talk 
Friday 17th March  

JSNW are honoured to be hosting this fascinating and 
highly topical talk by Mr Shinichi Iida, Cultural Minister 

at the Japanese Embassy. Admission is free. 

 
Venue: Lecture Theatre A, University Place,       

176 Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9QQ 


