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NEWSLETTER 

The Dark Secret of Natsume Soseki 

 
Damian Flanagan discusses Natsume Soseki and his work 

 

                                             
 

 

Damian’s talk took place at Summerville house on 
Daisybank Road in Manchester, historical home of 
Sir Harry Smith. Sir Harry was Commander of the 
British Army of the Midlands and Scotland and had 
served in Uruguay, the Peninsula War, Canada, 
Jamaica, South Africa, India, and Washington, 
where he was present at the burning of the White 
House. 

Natsume Kinnosuke (later Sōseki) was one of 
Japan’s greatest novelists and arrived in London in 
1900, 40 years after Sir Harry Smith’s death.  

He was 33 years old and had left his pregnant 
wife and a child back in Japan. Soseki wrote his 
most famous novels between 1904 and his death 
in 1916. His writing can be split into 2 phases- a 
humorous phase typified by the novel “I am a 
Cat”, and a later, darker, phase exemplified by 
“Kokoro”. 

Damian suggested Sōseki developed a new 
approach to literature which conflicted with his 
original ideas, and those of his great friend 
Masaoka Shiki.  
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There is a lot of speculation, because he wrote about 
love triangles, that he was unfaithful to his wife. He 
did, however, have 7 children with her, which might 
suggest the opposite. 

Legendary author Lafcadio Hearn, born in Greece 
and raised in Ireland, was English Literature Lecturer 
at Tokyo University until Sōseki replaced him in 
1904. Hearn had proposed literature should be 
structured as “literary sketches”; Sōseki disagreed 
and taught a different view of literature. He 
suggested it should be an expression of the writer’s 
interior world, and an artist must view the subject 
refracted through his own knowledge and 
understanding. 

Some of the audience for Damian’s talk 

A “literary sketch” illustrates events as they are 
directly seen or unfold. Sōseki’s view was that the 
writer should bring out the feelings and 
understandings (or misunderstandings?) of the 
people being written about, effectively showing 
more than could be seen on the surface. 

Why did Sōseki write nothing before the age of 37? 
Sōseki’s friend, the famous haiku poet Masaoka 
Shiki, often used haiku to “sketch from life”, rather 
as Lafcadio Hearn suggested should be done with 
novels. In 1895, before Sōseki went to London, they 
lived together, although Sōseki of course had the 
same disagreement with Shiki about the form of 
literature as he did with Hearn.  

The Dark Secret of Natsume Soseki 

In 1902 Shiki died; Damian suggested that before 
then Sōseki was unable to write because his ideas 
contradicted the work and style of his great friend 
Shiki. Once Shiki died, Sōseki was free to write 
unhindered by his own doubts and the great loyalty 
he felt for his friend. 

 “I am a Cat”, for example, draws upon and mocks 
the ideas of the “literary sketch” and “Botchan”, a 
novel set in Matsuyama (Shiki’s home town), also 
seems to criticise the literary sketch idea. Damian 
proposes the conflict that drove Sōseki’s work was 
the conflict between his own and Shiki’s view of 
literature.  

Manchester Art Gallery contains a number of 
Natsume Sōseki’s favourite art works such as the 
“The Lady of Shallot” and “The Hireling Shepherd”; 
paintings that contain much hidden allegory and 
symbolism. This form coincides with Sōseki’s view of 
literature, that the work of art or the book should 
contain more than was immediately seen. 

In “The Hireling Shepherd”, for example, the 
shepherdess is pictured giving apples to a sheep, an 
apparently kind gesture; apples are, however, 
poisonous to sheep, the deeper meaning here being 
that the shepherdess is not concerned about the 
welfare of her flock at all. This has a wider 
metaphorical meaning, somewhat like Arthur 
Miller’s famous book “the Crucible” for example. On 
the surface, this book is about the terrible 
seventeenth century Salem witch trials and the 
hysteria surrounding them, but in fact the theme 
refers metaphorically to much more modern “witch 
trials” – those of Senator McCarthy in Arthur 
Miller’s United States.  

Damian’s talk was fascinating and his explanation of 
Natsume Soseki’s almost artistic literary philosophy 
eye-opening. His talk was greatly enjoyed and 
appreciated by all those present. 

Article by Nigel Cordon 
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•   The day of the “Go” workshop dawned somewhat 
dull and gloomy but the venue itself, the office of 
the charity “Europia”, was warm, cheerful and 
very comfortable.  The workshop was presented 
by members of the British “Go” Association- the 
talk being given by Martin Harvey, other members 
supervising attendees as they played.  

Martin used a large metal vertical demonstration 
“Go” board and magnetic counters to 
demonstrate “Go” moves and strategy. His talk 
was split into four sections, each of which 
included a chance for attendees to play using the 
techniques he had just described. This was a very 
effective method of teaching; in previous 
workshops I have struggled to remember how to 
play the game but on this occasion I began to 
understand some basic strategy and useful moves. 

Martin Harvey demonstrating “Go” moves 

The boards used for the workshop were small 9 
square boards; larger 13 and 19 square boards 
were also available, but on the 19 square boards 
in particular it can be difficult to work out what to 
do with all the space, especially if you are a 
beginner. 

Half way through we had a tea and cake break, for 
which several different types of croissant and 
even a huge Christmas cake had been kindly 
provided by the venue. 

The break gave us time to browse the different 
“Go” boards and equipment that had been 
brought by the Association, ranging from basic 
sets of black and white stones with soft roll-up 9 
square boards to laminated boards and 13 square 
hardwood boards.  You can, of course, make your 
own board and counters out of cardboard if you 
like. 

“Go” players of various ages 

The workshop was supposed to end at 4pm but 
such was the rapt attention of the players that 
some were still playing at 5.30pm.  

If you would like to find out more about “Go”, the 
location of your local club, and information about 
forthcoming tournaments please check the British 
Go Association’s website, 
https://www.britgo.org/. The website also has 
“Go” equipment for sale at very reasonable 
prices. 

Article and photos, Tim Evans 

JSNW “Go” Workshop, Ada House, Manchester  
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Our Annual General Meeting; Tim Parry Centre, Warrington

Our annual general meeting took place on 27th May 
at the Tim Parry Centre in Warrington. It was 
preceded by a DVD screening of the highly 
entertaining Kabuki tale “Sukeroku”, as part of our 
Chairman Nigel Cordon’s efforts to increase interest 
and awareness among our members for this 
colourful and beautiful tradition. 

In this tale the eponymous hero frequents the 
Yoshiwara “pleasure” district of Edo, building up a 
good relationship with the local girls, insulting 
samurai and bigwigs, and regularly picking fights. 
This bad behaviour makes him very popular with the 
girls, who shower him with the pipes that in that era 
meant they were interested in him.  

One day, one of his favourite girls passes by with a 
samurai to whom Sukeroku is characteristically 
rude. When he sees the samurai’s face, however, he 
goes deathly pale and hides. So does his brother, 
who knows the real reason for Sukeroku’s bad 
behaviour and is equally horrified when he discovers 
the identity of the ”samurai”- both of them having 
realised they are now in the greatest possible 
trouble. Of course you will only find out the identity 
of the “samurai” and the depth of the trouble they 
were both in if you watch the DVD. 

Following the DVD we had a break and JSNW 
members had the chance to try some delicious 
sushi, drink tea and chat before the main business 
of the day- the AGM itself. 

Our Chairman, Nigel Cordon, introduced the AGM 
by marking the main highlights of 2017- Liverpool 
Japan Day and our successful bid to obtain 
sponsorship from the Great Britain Sasakawa 
Foundation. Sasakawa Foundation has kindly 
provided £900 of support for JSNW, thus enabling 
us to put on a much wider range of events. 
Liverpool Japan Day was held at Liverpool Guild of 
Students, who provided the best facilities and 
support we have ever had for Japan Day- a day 
which also saw us host our biggest number of 
stallholders and widest range of activities. 

Our Vice Chair, Yuko Howes, spoke about Japanese 
Embassy Culture Minister Shinichi Iida’s excellent 
talk about Brexit and future relations with Japan. 
She added that she had spoken to a member who 
had recently returned to Manchester after a two 
year absence, and was very pleased to see our 
conversation evenings were still going strong. This 
showed, she felt, how important JSNW was as a hub 
for all those interested in Japanese culture. 

Events Coordinator Nigel Cordon gave a visual and 
verbal run-down of the events we staged last year, 
including Japan Day; the screening of Kabuki films; 
our “Go” workshop; and our highly successful 
“Discover Japan” event at Liverpool World Museum. 
We have a number of fascinating events coming up, 
including four workshops at Lady Lever Museum’s 
“Edo Pop” exhibition; our first ever gig (Osaka’s Red 
Dogs at Manchester’s legendary Star and Garter 
pub); and hopefully a sushi-making workshop 
(please keep checking our website and newsletter 
for details). 

Sandra McFarlane, Membership Secretary, stated 
we have 147 members, little changed from last year. 
In response to a question from Peter Dibben, it was 
explained we gave members some leeway when 
their membership ran out, and a reasonable length 
of time to renew (two reminders). 
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the Committee explained that sponsorship would 
not be available from the Embassy if the event 
wasn’t free, and our other sponsorship might also 
be affected- as would numbers attending. The issue
had been discussed and would continue to be 
discussed, but wasn’t easy to resolve. The accounts 
were then put to the vote, and unanimously 
approved. 

The next item on the agenda was nominations to 
the Committee. All nine current Committee 
members were nominated- Sandra McFarlane, 
Kanae Gielty, Joyce Ellis, Nigel Cordon, Kevin 
Howes, Yuko Howes, Tim Evans, Rob Bierman and 
Joan Horley.   Nigel Cordon proposed the 
Committee be elected; all were in favour. There 
was some discussion, since there were fewer 
candidates than the maximum allowed, whether 
the Committee needed to be elected at all- and 
that this should only happen if there was more 
than one candidate for a post.  

Finally, we moved on to any other business, during 
which several members kindly offered to help at 
the Lady Lever Museum workshops. At the end, the 
Committee rose and bowed to the members, 
thanking them very much for their contributions 
and for coming to the AGM.                              

Article by Tim Evans 

The next Committee Member to speak was Kevin 
Howes, our Treasurer. He gave a very detailed 
breakdown of our accounts, including a breakdown 
of costs that last year had been collated together as 
“miscellaneous”. We have slightly more money 
than last year due mainly to Sasakawa’s funding; 
however, we made a loss on Japan Day. Venues in 
general are becoming more expensive and difficult 
to find, we had been unable to use our usual (and 
much cheaper) taiko-drum group and had also sold 
far fewer raffle tickets than normal. This was partly 
due, the Committee felt, to not having a really “big 
ticket” prize such as flights to Japan and also 
because although we had truly excellent volunteers 
we had fewer than we needed and, as a result, had 
too few people to sell raffle tickets. 

 
Sukeroku 

Kevin thanked Peter Dibben for his independent 
scrutiny of this years’ and last years’ accounts. 
There were questions from the floor about the 
feasibility of charging for Japan Day;  

Our Annual General Meeting; Tim Parry Centre, Warrington

Editorial Comment 

I hope you are all enjoying the summer!! In Japan, 
summer is a time of many lovely festivals, which 
some of you may have been lucky enough to 
witness. If you have, it would be lovely to include 
your experiences in the newsletter. 

If you have any ideas for articles please contact 
me, Tim Evans, at newsletter@jsnw.org.uk. Your 
contributions are always welcome! 
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Japan Society North West are very pleased to 
announce two people have agreed to join our 
Committee- Kanae Takanami who is new to the 
Committee and Sandra McFarlane, a former 
Committee member who has now rejoined. They 
introduce themselves to JSNW members in the 
following article. 

Kanae Takanami 

Konnichiwa! My name is Kanae Takanami and I am a 
new Committee member of the Japan Society North 
West.  I joined JSNW at Japan Day, 2016.  When I 
found this group, it was great to find others who are 
interested in Japanese culture and events. I am 
originally from a mountainous area in the Niigata 
Prefecture, which is located in the west of Honshu, 
Japan’s main island.  

I moved to the UK in 2013 with my husband who is 
originally from the North West of England.  We now 
have a one year old child, Zen, who I wanted to 
celebrate Japanese cultural events with. There are a 
lot of interesting seasonal festivals and events in 
Japan, which I would like to introduce to others and 
share with anyone who is interested in Japan. 

I have greatly enjoyed participating in JSNW events 
so far.  I participated in the Discover Japan event at 
the World Museum in Liverpool and helped to 
organise the children's craft activities for this event, 
where I showed children how to make Japanese 
carp with a pin wheel.  At the Edo Pop Exhibition 
event at Lady Lever Art Gallery I organised a 
Japanese "Story Time", where I told traditional 
Japanese stories and nursery rhymes.  It was great 
to see the children enjoy these activities! 

I think it is important to pass down traditional 
culture to the next generation, and to encourage 
the learning of different cultures from different 
countries. There is a nice Japanese phrase "tabi wa 
michizure yo wa nasake", which nicely sums up that 
we are all on the journey of life together, and our 
lives can be enriched by learning from other 
cultures and sharing experiences. 

I am helping with the organisation of Japanese 
events for children and young people/ families for 
the JSNW, so if you have any ideas about events we 
can organise, or are interested in participating, 
please get in touch - it would be great to hear from 
you. I am organising a Sushi Workshop in 
Warrington in September, and it would be great if 
you could come and along and learn how to make 
sushi! 

Sandra McFarlane 

I can still remember the Great Japan Exhibition at 
the Royal Academy in 1981-82 and being inspired by 
the netsuke and inro, the swords, the lacquer and 
the textiles. I very much enjoy textiles and 
embroidery and have spent some time under the 
guidance of Midori Matsushima, studying traditional 
Japanese embroidery with silk and metallic work. 

I also create other types of embroidery; for 
example a while ago I embroidered the front cover 
of a copy of the "Owl and the Pussy Cat"!! I have 
also embroidered a wren. 

New Committee Members Introduce Themselves 
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I have also spent time at the Hot Bed Press making 
both English and Japanese books. Later this year I 
will be making my first trip to Japan, and look 
forward to making books to hold my photographs 
when I return. I also enjoy visiting Japanese gardens, 
but doubt if I could create one as they are very neat-
although I enjoy my acers and love to have a large 
display of flowers. 

I joined the JSNW on my retirement in 2007 and was 
originally Membership Secretary, but had to give it 
up for a few years. I am pleased to be able to return 
to my old role again. 

If anyone wishes to take up Japanese embroidery, 
Midori still teaches in Garstang, Lancashire.  I will 
also be demonstrating Japanese embroidery at the 
Lady Lever Art Gallery during their Edo Pop 
exhibition in July and August. 

Articles and photos by Kanae Takanami and 
Sandra McFarlane.  

JSNW’s Angela Davies Awarded For Services to 
English Teaching and International Relations 

Former Chairman of Japan Society North West, 
Angela Davies, started this year on a high note with 
two awards from Japan. 

In March Angela was invited to Naoshima where 
she was presented with an award for her services in 
promoting the teaching of English, and facilitating 
exchanges between students from Liverpool and 
Naoshima since 2003. Last August some high school 
students from Naoshima visited Liverpool and took 
a stand at JSNW’s Japan Day, where they promoted 
their beautiful Art Island and also demonstrated 
origami and shodo. 

The formal presentation ceremony was held in the 
Council Chamber of Naoshima’s Town Hall. Those 
present included the Mayor and Director of the 
Board of Education, as well as most Council 
members. 

Angela’s visit to Kagawa, for which she has been 
Ambassador since 2005, also marked the 30th 
anniversary of her time there as the first CIR 
(Coordinator for International Relations) on the JET 
Programme in 1987. 

New Committee Members 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER. 

JSNW’s Angela Davies Awarded For Services to 
English Teaching and International Relations, ctd.

Because of that Angela made a special visit to meet  
Governor Hamada, but just before she left Japan 
was told she would be receiving an award from him 
as part of ‘The Kagawa Governor’s Honours List’ 
formerly announced on Constitution Day. The 
ceremony took place on May 9th at the Kenmin Hall. 
The award was for her continued contribution to 
furthering international exchanges in all spheres of 
culture and education between the UK and Kagawa.

Article by Angela Davies 

“Edo Pop”: Japanese Prints at Lady Lever Art 
Gallery 

26th May to 24th September 

Lady Leaver Art Gallery are displaying a collection of 
intriguing Edo-period woodblock prints depicting 
the contemporary culture of 19th Century Japan.  

The collection of over 40 prints contains illusrations 
of actors, sports stars, fashion icons and villains. 

JSNW are very pleased to be presenting a number 
of events and activities at this lovely gallery during 

the exhibition period. 

See, Make, Do 

Between 1pm and 4pm on 26th July, 16th August and 
30th August, JSNW present “See, make, do”, where 

participants can try origami, the chopstick challenge 
and manga colouring. These activities are ideal for 

accompanied children aged 10 and under. 

Tanabata 

Saturday 8th July 2017, 1pm to 4pm. 

 
Please join JSNW for our Tanabata Festival 

celebration. In the children’s room there will be 
origami, paper lanterns, paper chains and Tanabata 
wishes; in the main gallery, a “Go” demonstration 

and embroidery. 

Venue: Lady Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight 
Village, Lower Rd, Bebington, Wirral CH62 5EQ 

Future JSNW Events 

“Aliens Invade! The Barbarians and the Shogun”: 
Talk by Lesley Downer 

Saturday 29th July 
2.30pm to 4.30pm 

In her talk renowned novelist Lesley Downer will 
describe the shock which greeted the arrival of 

Commodore Perry’s “Black Ships” in Japan in 1853. 
Lesley will describe events from both Japanese and 

American viewpoints, and show what each side 
made of the other, illustrating her talk with 

contemporary pictures and woodblock prints. 

 
If you would like to attend, please contact our 

Events Coordinator, Nigel Cordon, at 
events@jsnw.org.uk 

Venue: The Institute, Quaker Meeting House in 
Liverpool, 22 School Lane, Liverpool L1 3BT 

Future JSNW Events 


