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NEWSLETTER 

Kampai to all JSNW Members!! 

 
 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

        

 

Shinnenkai, January 12th, Tim Parry Community 

Centre, Warrington 

Shinnenkai introduced our new year in truly 

great style, and with an attendance of around 50 

was the best attended Shinnenkai we have ever 

hosted. The event began with a traditional sake 

toast to the New Year, the sake graciously 

provided by Sushi Craft who once again supplied 

the excellent buffet. 

The buffet food was stunning and included 

beautifully presented sushi, breaded lotus curry, 

miso-mustard potato salad, pine-nuts  

 

okonomiyaki and several other dishes that 

accompanied the real star of the show- the 

“Oden” beef hot pot. Taka (head chef of Sushi 

Craft) also made a vegetarian version of this dish, 

which was beautifully simple and perfectly 

cooked. Green-tea crepe with azuki-bean filling 

rounded off the enormous banquet. 

Once the buffet had been eaten and we were 

really, really full the entertainment began. First of 

all there was a multiple-choice team quiz, which 

had four categories- history, art, Japanese myths 

and anime theme tunes.  
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There were thirteen tables and, therefore, thirteen 

teams but fortunately nothing spooky happened 

during the evening. The quiz was highly enlightening 

and greatly enjoyed by all attending- eventually 

being won by a team that got an impressive 16 out 

of 18 questions correct. 

 

 

At the side of the hall Kanae Gielty had set up the 

hilarious Japanese party game “Fukuwarai”, in which 

a blindfolded contestant has to place facial features 

such as eyes, eyebrows, lips and ears on to a blank 

face. This can result in some pretty bizarre facial 

arrangements although at Shinnenkai many people 

performed surprisingly well.  

 

 

 

 

To the side of the Fukuwarai table there was some 

pretty remarkable juggling going on, well it certainly 

looked remarkable to those of us who would have 

difficulty juggling one ball never mind three. We 

also had a guess-the-weight-of-the-cake 

competition, many thanks to the Committee’s Joan 

Horley for supplying the wonderful cake.  

 

At the end of the evening well deserved thanks and 

a thunderous round of applause were offered to the 

staff of Sushi Craft, who had provided us with such 

amazing food. If you weren’t able to make it to this 

year’s Shinnenkai I hope you can make it to the next 

one since they are always great events! 

Article Tim Evans, photos Kevin Howes. 

 

Shinnenkai! 

CORRECTION/APOLOGIES 

In our last newsletter the front page article was 

about last December’s excellent workshop about 

the wonderful art of Kintsugi, which was 

presented by Chris Fittock.  

I regret that Chris was referred to as “Chris 

Fitton” three times during the article, which was 

obviously incorrect. 

Apologies to Chris and to all our readers for this 

error!!  

Tim Evans, Newsletter Editor 
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 Yuko Howes and Kevin Howes Step Down 

from JSNW Committee 

Two of our longest standing Committee members 

are stepping down after many years of hard work 

and service to the JSNW. The Committee offers its 

sincere thanks for their commitment and 

contribution. They have each provided a summary 

of their time and farewell address, which you can 

read below. 

Yuko Howes: I can almost say that my life in the UK 

has been a life as a JSNW Committee member. 

Having come to Manchester in January 2007 I 

joined JSNW almost immediately, becoming a 

Committee member shortly afterwards in 2008. 

Since then, I have spent lots of time and effort for 

the Society. Besides hosting an event now and 

then, I have worked as the main coordinator for 

Japan Day for the past 5 Japan Days, which was 

such hard work! I learned it was almost impossible 

to please everybody and no matter how much time 

I spent to arrange things perfectly, it could still go 

wrong on the day!  

Yuko with volunteers Sandika, Stephen and John 

But each time, I was helped by enthusiastic and 

very committed volunteers, and I am very grateful 

to them. I also started and enjoyed running 

conversation evenings in Manchester for 9 years 

until I quit last summer. It was very nice to get to 

meet new people and see old friends. During my 

time on the Committee, I also had the chance to 

serve as Newsletter Editor, then Chairman, and 

Vice Chairman. It is all thanks to the other 

 

 

Committee members and your support that I 

managed to carry on until now, and I’d like to 

express my sincere gratitude. My life 

circumstances have now changed and I can no 

longer serve on the Committee. But I will remain a 

JSNW member, so I look forward to seeing you 

again at JSNW’s events! 

Kevin Howes: It might have been the business trips 

I made to Japan that nurtured my affinity to 

Japanese culture. But only when I no longer had to 

go there did I realize that I was missing Japan. So it 

was a natural course of action for me to join the 

Society when I learned about it in 2004; I became a 

Committee member in January 2005. Realising the 

Society needed a website, I taught myself how to 

make one and set up the website for the Society. I 

have been running and maintaining the website till 

this day. I hope the website has helped promote 

our Society and connect like-minded people.  

 

During my time on the Committee I have served as 

Secretary, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary. I have served as Treasurer 

again for the last three years. I’ve now been on the 

Committee for 14 years, but due to the increasing 

work commitment, it’s getting difficult to continue. 

So I think it’s time to call it a day. どうもありがと

うございました。 
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This author-talk evening, part of the Japan 

Foundation’s “Japan Now” series, took place on 19th 

February at Waterstones in Manchester. “Japan 

Now” talks from previous years- featuring authors 

Takashi Hiraide, Kyoko Yoshida, Tomoka Shibasaki 

and Hiromi Kawakami- were reviewed in 

newsletters 46 and 50. 

The talk, on Waterstones’ third floor, was full to 

capacity when authors Sayaka Murata and Yuya Sato 

entered. The format of the evening consisted of 

compere-led questions to the authors and author 

readings from the novels being promoted 

(“Convenience Store Woman” by Sayaka Murata 

and “Dendera” by Yuya Sato). 

 

Sayaka Murata , one of Japan’s best known authors, 

has written 10 novels and has won both the 

“Akutagawa” and “Mishima Yukio” prizes for her 

work. “Convenience Store Woman”, the first of her 

novels to be translated into English, also won the 

Foyles “Book of the Year” prize in 2018.  

 

 

 

“Japan Now” Author Talk- Featuring Sayaka Murata and Yuya Sato 

When Sayaka was a child there were no large 

bookstores nearby but she had a bookshelf full of 

sci-fi at home; as a student she read the literary 

staples Murakami, Mishima, Kobo Abe and Dasai. 

All these authors are of considerable importance in 

Japanese literature and are also profound and 

philosophical, sometimes veering into metaphysics 

and in Kobo Abe’s case surrealism. 

 

Early in the evening Sayaka outlined one of her 

stories in which a couple involved in a sexless 

marriage use a “clean breeder” to have a baby. She 

explained she didn’t appreciate the humour of this 

concept until she finished the story. 

Tonight’s featured novel, “Convenience Store 

Woman”, features an employee who responds to 

the complex needs and audio/visual stimuli of the 

store in a hilarious, machine-like manner. Keiko- the 

employee- is deadpan and very logical (Sayaka 

worked in a convenience store for many years, and 

anyone who has been in these amazing places may 

understand the inspiration behind her novel).  
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Sayaka explained Keiko is given the “camera” in 

“Convenience Store Woman”. Her “lens” is very 

pure and logical; when people are upset because of 

the death of a bird and suggest giving it a funeral, 

she maintains eating it would surely be more useful. 

Keiko is not angry or emotional and Sayaka did not 

wish to make a political statement when writing the 

book, something she felt some journalists found 

disappointing. By the end of the novel Sayaka thinks 

Keiko is like a new form of being, a cross between a 

human and a convenience store.  

 

Yuya Sato, like Sayaka, has won the “Mishima” 

prize. In addition he also won the “Mephisto” prize 

for mystery writing, although this was an in-house 

award given by his publisher Kodansha. Despite the 

fact Yuya regarded this award as inconsequential it 

allowed him to publish further novels and was 

therefore fundamentally important. “Dendera”, the 

book under discussion tonight, is his first novel to be 

translated and was made into a film in 2011.  

 

 

When Yuya was young he played video games and 

didn’t read much except manga. Koji Suzuki’s 

terrifying “Ringu” inspired him to read novels, 

mostly horror and mystery genre, with little that 

could be regarded as “literature”. This background, 

plus his upbringing in Hokkaido, provided his literary 

foundation. 

Central to “Dendera” is the legendary Japanese 

tradition of “ubasute”, in which old women are left 

to die on a mountain because poverty meant it was 

impossible to look after them. The novel features a 

group of 50 old women living in an ideal community 

on a mountain, although their life isn’t completely 

serene since they are threatened by a bear. Despite 

the old women dividing into “hawks” and “doves” as 

regards the bear, Yuya emphasised “Dendera” is 

NOT similar to William Golding’s “Lord of the Flies”. 

The novel underlines the ignorance of the villagers 

and has parallels, Yuya felt, with his early life in 

Hokkaido; neither the old women nor the villagers 

know any better than to behave as they do. Yuya 

added historically many people in rural areas 

struggled to survive. 

After talk Q&A- Following the talk questions were 

invited from the audience, which included a query 

about the authors’ attitudes to translation. Yuya  

said he was excited by having his work translated 

into English, regarding this as “spreading a virus”; 

Sayaka explained she regards her novels as music 

and when translated it is like her work being 

performed with a different key or melody. 

The event was incredibly interesting, giving a 

sideways but deep window into Japanese life and 

philosophy. It really caught the imagination of those 

attending, a large queue of whom afterwards 

bought the books and had them signed by the 

authors. 

Article and photos Tim Evans 

 

 

 

Japan Now Author Talk- Featuring Sayaka Murata and Yuya Sato 
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A Flavour of Kyoto: JSNW Member’s Journal  

 The following accounts were submitted by Sandra 

McFarlane of the JSNW Committee, who has just 

returned from Japan. These excerpts illustrate what 

she considered to be the more unusual and intriguing 

parts of her itinerary.  

Arashiyama 

The Arashiyama district is on the western outskirts of 

Kyoto and has been a popular destination ever since 

the Heian period (794- 1185). Across the Oi River 

from the district, Arashiyama is also the name of the 

mountain that forms the district’s backdrop. One of 

the notable sites along the Oi River is the Togetsu-kyo 

(moon-crossing) Bridge, which dates back more than 

1,000 years.  The Oi changes its name to the Hozu 

River at the bridge; you can take boat tours down the 

Hozu to the bridge if you wish. 

When I (and my group) went to Arashiyama, we 

visited the famous Bamboo Grove. Most of the 

grove’s bamboo canes are between 5 and 10 metres 

tall, although some can reach 20 metres.  

 
Jill Clay (Festival of Japan) with Kinji Nakamura 

While we were in the grove, we met Kinji Nakamura, 

who used to be a lawyer but gave up his career to 

become an artist. Kinji paints pictures of A3 size, but 

reduces them to postcard-sized prints to sell. In 

February the Vice President of the Royal Society of 

British Artists met Kinji when he was in Tokyo to open 

the Minerva 2019 show. 
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A Flavour of Kyoto: JSNW Member’s Journal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of the houses were built more than 150-200 

years ago; remarkably, most of them are still in use 

as local people’s homes. The steep thatched roofs of 

the houses are particularly noteworthy. Topped by a 

“chiga” (square wooden pole) and yukiwari (snow-

cracking pole) the roof is steep to ensure heavy 

precipitation- both snow and rain- easily runs off the 

roof. The thatch is replaced every 20 years using 

locally grown materials. 

 

 
Top, Kayabuki farmhouse; bottom, roof structure 

There is a Folklore Museum and also an Indigo 

Museum in Miyama and both are well worth visiting. 

During our trip we stopped at the lovely Saika Café 

and had wonderful coffee and cake. You can also eat 

locally grown buckwheat noodles in Miyama. 

Article and photos, Sandra McFarlane 

 

 

 

 

From 31st July to 3rd August the Mall Galleries in 

London will be exhibiting the work of 230 Japanese 

artists as part of their Minerva 2019 show; it is hoped 

Kinji’s work will be among the works being displayed.   

Kyoto Seishu Netsuke Art Museum 

The museum, once home to the Kanzaki family 

(former samurai who became farmers during the Edo 

period), is located near Mibu-Dera temple in central 

Kyoto. Built in 1820, the residence has been 

designated a tangible cultural property; a fascinating 

location for a beautiful collection of netsuke.  

 
The Museum 

Nestuke are toggle-fasteners for cords attached to a 

kimono-sash (obi). These cords were used to attach 

inro (pillboxes), yatate (portable writing sets), 

cigarettes, or other pouches/ boxes in a country 

where pockets were unknown.  

During the Edo period netsuke developed from 

simple fasteners into true works of art, of which the 

museum has many fine examples. 

Miyama 

Miyama (美山) is a remote, rural area in the 

mountains 30 kilometres north of central Kyoto. 

Famous for its traditional thatched roof (kayabuki) 

farmhouses, Miyama was designated a Traditional 

Building Preservation District in December 1993.   

 

 

https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2158.html
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Future JSNW/Japanese Cultural Events 

Annual General Meeting/ Woodblock Printing Talk 

Saturday 18rd May  

2.30pm to 4.15pm 

Please come to our Annual General Meeting, an opportunity for members to learn 

about the performance and future plans of the JSNW and to have their say. 

Before the AGM, Jennifer Lynch will talk about the fascinating technique of 

woodblock-printing, practiced with such extraordinary skill by masters such as 

Hokusai and Hiroshige. In the interval following her talk there will be tea and 

biscuits, an opportunity for members to mingle and talk to the Committee. 

 

If you would like to attend the AGM please contact our Events Coordinator, Nigel 

Cordon, at events@jsnw.org.uk 

Venue-  

Tim Parry Community Centre, Cromdale Way, Great Sankey, Warrington,   

WA5 3NY 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER. 

mailto:events@jsnw.org.uk
http://www.jsnw.org.uk/

