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英国北西部日英協会
Japan Society North West
NEWSLETTER
Japan Day Triumph!
Manchester Town Ha! like its never been before...

When we started planning for Japan Day in Manchester last year
we had no idea how popular it
would prove. A great deal of hard
work paid off in spectacular fashion on October 21st!

It was a thrilling event, with the
Tamashii School of Taiko drummers giving exhilarating performances throughout the event complimented by the idyllic sounds of
the Ntombi Oboe Quartet.

Over 2000 people attended, including his Excellency the Japanese
Ambassador and the Lord Mayor
of Manchester. Twenty four stalls
with their staff worked hard all day
to make Japan Day the success it
was.

Exciting Kendo, Aikido and Iaido
demonstrations took place, Kimono dressing was a big hit, Chef
Taka’s sushi was wolfed down, and
at the end some lucky people won
2 return flights to Japan, courtesy
of Japan Airlines.
MORE ON NEXT PAGE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
101-104 PICCADILLY
LONDON
W1J 7JT
10th November 2006

Dear Mr Howes,
I would like to offer my congratulations on the great success of Manchester Japan
Day held on 21st October. I
was very impressed by the
large number of people attracted to the event. May I
express my appreciation of
the tireless efforts of yourself, your colleagues in the
Japan Society
North West and
everyone involved in this
initiative from
the planning
stage right up to
the day itself.
Your hard work was certainly
worthwhile.
I wish you and your colleagues every success in your
future endeavours.
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IMAGES FROM JAPAN DAY
The Ntombi Oboe Quartet play to a rapt audience.
Elizabeth Blanckenberg, Oboe; Noriko Tsuzaki, violin; Siân Stuart, viola; Joanna Rusby, ce!o.
http://ntombiquartet.com/index.htm

Ningyo - a group of beautiful Japanese Do!s	

	


	


Oil paintings and colourful silk shibori scarves

EVENT REVIEWS
Liverpool World Museum Friday 17 November 2006

Martin, we were able again to see and handle objects
normally tucked safely away from public view.

It is getting on for 18 months since our first visit to
Liverpool World Museum’s Asian Collection and the
opportunity to see the 'back room store' of items conserved but not on display. Thanks to curator Emma

Firstly though, most of the party had met up for a
Japanese lunch at Sapporo Teppanyaki Restaurant, a
business with restaurants in both Liverpool and Manchester, which has recently become a Corporate
member of JSNW. We enjoyed a variety of dishes as
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the chef who had obviously
practiced long and hard at juggling with knives, eggs and
such like, as well as being
skilled in creating a fire ball at
our table to enhance the food
preparation.
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out for us selection of swords and
armour, as well as more of the Museum's stock of Netsuke and related
objects.
She also showed us an interesting
range of slides from her very recent
visit to Japan, visiting dyeing and
textile producers, amongst other activities. A very pleasant end to a
very pleasing JSNW event.

The main visit was, as ever, a
most rewarding experience for
members. Emma had brought

EVENT REVIEW
Discovering Japan through textiles and kimono, a personal journey: Graham Worth
Manchester Metropolitan University, Friday 6 October 2006
Graham delivered an interesting lecture to a fairly select band of JSNW members and friends. He told us
about the various types of kimonos: formal, informal, for men, for women, seasonal and special (e.g. the
moon-viewing kimono). Men wear plain dark kimonos, which may have a bright (and surprising) lining however. Women’s are more complicated and come in a wide range of colours and patterns. Graham told us about
his stay with Nasu Sachio, a yusen dyer, in Japan. At the end Graham let us look at and handle a selection of
kimonos in his possession. All in all an enjoyable and enlightening evening. SEE PAGE FOUR!
EVENT REVIEW
BONENKAI
Lymm Village Hall, December 9th 2006
We had over 30 members and friends coming along to
the Bonenkai held on Saturday 9 December. It
proved to be not only an entertaining evening but also
an extremely ‘filling’ one too, thanks to the excellent
selection of dishes provided by ‘Taka’, our member

items in the room. In the background we had some
people’s favourite music, supposedly Japanese
popular/classical music, just to add to feelings of the
unusual! We had a quiz that worked well – even the
children seemed to enjoy it. Members had a good allround chat and a ‘eat, drink and make merry’ evening.
Another successful Bonenkai, and a very enjoyable
event to end the JSNW 2006 programme.

Takayasu Takemoto who runs Sushi Craft. Perhaps
we were a little 'kitsch' but we'd asked everyone to
wear or bring something Japanese. That allowed
quite a variety of dress forms and a range of unusual
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February event
An Expert Introduction to Japanese Fabric
Design - Yuzen Dyeing & Kimono Dressing
Thursday, 8 February 2007, starting at 7:00p.m.
Cost: £2 members, £5 non-members
You are cordially invited to an event to mark
the visit of Nasu Sachio and his colleague
Sheila Cliffe to Manchester. The event will include a lecture about Nasu san’s work to date
and a kimono dressing by Sheila Cliffe. Nasu
Sachio is a respected yuzen dyer who has spent
all of his life decorating kimono using a traditional technique dating back 300 years.

Sheila Cliffe will talk about kimono in Japan
and follow her speech with a kimono dressing.
There will be time for questions and answers
with silk kimono on hand for viewing.
This event is sponsored by The Japan Foundation, MMU, and JSNW. It will appeal to all
those interested in Japanese culture and textiles.
It will take place in the Cavendish Lecture
Theatre, Cavendish South Building, Manchester
Metropolitan University.

He is one of the fast dwindling Japanese
craftsman who went through the traditional
process of learning through the deshi (apprentice) system much favoured by Japanese craft
culture. Sheila Cliffe is a kimono collector who
has lived in Japan for 25 years. She is a great
enthusiast for all aspects of Japanese culture
and qualified as a kimono dresser in a renowned kimono dressing school in Japan.
The event will include many slides of Nasu Sachio’s work and a short DVD of him in his studio working on a kimono design. He will also
be making a short speech about his experiences
as an apprentice and highlighting some aspects
of life as a Japanese artist/craftsman.

The Cavendish South Building is marked ‘8’ on the
map. Please note: If you would like to attend this

meeting please contact the events coordinator.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK
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March Event
their paces with a marvelous demonstration of their
martial art.

An Introduction to Kendo
Visit to K.N.M.S Kendo Dojo
Thursday, March 1st 2007 7:45 for 8 pm
Cost: Free (JSNW members only)

KNMS is a Kendo Dojo (school) based in Bramall
and serves the South Manchester and Cheshire area.
KNMS was founded in 1973 by Wilf Swindells
Sensei.
We are grateful to have been invited to visit the
dojo. Wilf will describe to us what Kendo is and a
little of its history. We'll get a chance to ask questions, see a demonstration, and be privileged observers of their regular Thursday practice session.
Location:
K.N.M.S. Kendo Dojo
Bramhall Recreation Centre,
Seal Road, Bramhall, Stockport, SK7 2JR

Those readers who attended Japan Day may have
seen the K.N.M.S. Kendo school going through

Please note: If you would like to attend this meeting please contact the events coordinator.

April Event
A Curator Tour of the Indigo Exhibition
The Whitworth Art Gallery,
Oxford Road, Manchester M15 6ER
Saturday, April 14th, 11 am. JSNW members and
guests only. Cost: £3 for entry to exhibition.
The Whitworth Art
Gallery in Manchester features three or
four major exhibitions each year, and
also creates several
further displays from
its own outstanding
collections of art and
design.

We hope to visit later this year for a ‘behind the
scenes’ tour by the curator of the Japanese textiles
department.
Anyone unaware of the gallery might want to sample its treasures by a visit to its “Indigo” major exhibition of indigo-dyed artefacts from around the
world. There will be installations by internationally
renowned textile artists from Europe and Japan, as
well as examples ranging from William Morris
chintzes to blue jeans. (The Indigo exhibition runs
from 20 Jan - 15 April)
If you would like to attend the April meeting please
contact the events coordinator (see back page).

Members’ area
Esme has a collection of Japanese phone cards that she would like to sell. The phone cards have been collected over many trips to Japan and now amount to 7 albums worth (1000's of cards). The cards are beautiful
and form a dazzling, colourful collection. She is open to offers and can be
contacted on 0151 428 8323.
The picture of phone cards to the right is not Esme’s but is included to give
you an idea of what such cards are like. These are from:
http://www.darkharbor.com/simon/kimonos.html

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK
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Committee Member Profile

John Croall

(Newsletter Editor)

I became interested in Japan over many years. First I learned to play Go at high school in
the 70’s. Later I became interested in Soto Zen Buddhism. Then, in 1995, I was doing
medical work with the Wellcome Trust in Thailand and while attending Thai language
school met several Japanese fellow students. I’ve kept in touch with them since. Also in
Thailand I discovered Japanese
literature, becoming a big fan of
the works of Haruki Murakami. A couple of years
later I stumbled across a big exhibition of the
woodcuts (Ukiyo-e) of Ando Hiroshige at the Royal
Academy in London and was bowled over. Only
one thing left to do! Visit Japan. In 2002 Louise
and I took a two week tour of Japan. Wow.
This map from Exodus Expeditions shows where we
went.->
Right now, apart from serving on the JSNW committee, I’m devouring my first manga - Hikaru no Go. All about a high school kid learning how to play Go!

Japan News
Less Ugly Japan?

And here is what it looks like now:

A recent article from The Economist gives hope to a
report put forward in 2005 by Professor Shigeru
Itou in his influential report Ugly Japan. The Professor is one of Japan’s most senior town planning
experts, and he details in his report a list of “the
loathsome” to be found all around Japan. Top of his
list is Nihonbashi (“Japan Bridge”): the centre of
Tokyo and the spot from where all distances are
measured in the country. Here’s a picture by Hiroshige showing what it used to look like.

The wooden original was replaced with a stone one
in 1911. However in 1964 the government built an 8
lane expressway along and above the river crossed
by Nihonbashi, dwarfing and effectively burying the
old bridge under a canyon of concrete supports.

The Edo-Tokyo Museum has a copy you can walk
over - to see it look at their website:

Now this year a plan has been put forward, with
government support, to replace this highway by a
tunnel under the river. It will be quite a challenge for a main subway lines are under the river too, and
the highway needs to be squeezed between them
and the river bed.

http://www.edo-tokyo-museum.or.jp/english/exhibit
ion/index.html

So maybe in a year or two one may be able to take
the air on the Nihonbashi, and enjoy the view.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK
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JSNW Member Oﬀer:

Sapporo Teppanyaki
Restaurants
respective and different Sushi
Noodle Bar areas.
Sapporo Teppanyaki attracts the
most demanding and discerning
diners, from business people and
families to celebs and sports stars.
Couples and parties dining for all
reasons. Birthdays, Anniversaries
or Office parties can all be catered
for with up to 22 at one Teppanyaki Table!

Sapporo Teppanyaki have two of
the finest and largest Teppanyaki
style Restaurants in the UK. They
are proud of their North West roots
having opened the one in Liverpool over three years ago, and a
year ago in Manchester. Each Restaurant successfully blends traditional eastern aesthetics with cutting edge modernity. Both their
interiors are light and spacious and
very Zen. They are brilliant environments in which to witness the
expert Teppanyaki Show Chefs
work dexterously and theatrically
by their individual Teppanyaki tables. Creating dishes to be served
sizzling hot and fresh. Thanks to
their showmanship, the atmosphere
can be very lively and contagiousyet equally, it can be the mellowest
and chilled of all of places in their

MANCHESTER:
Sapporo Teppanyaki
91-93 Liverpool Road, Castlefield,
Manchester
M3 4JN (Telephone: 0161 931 9888
email:
Manchester@sapporo.co.uk)
LIVERPOOL:
Sapporo Teppanyaki
134 Duke Street, East Village,
Liverpool,
L1 5AG (Telephone: 0151 705 3005
email: Liverpool@sapporo.co.uk)

Because the food is cooked before
your very eyes, you can see the
quality and freshness of only the
very best ingredients being used.
They serve a wide range of authentic Japanese foods from a
comprehensive and extensive menu. Their
staff are eager and keen
to help and can be relied
on to enhance your dining
experience and make it
memorable.
All in all Sapporo Teppanyaki in Liverpool and
Manchester are places to
visit. Look up their friendly
website for full details of
each restaurant,
ponder over their menus, see
pictures of both establishments and
book your table online!
* JSNW MEMBER 10% GUIDELINE
Remember to say you are a
member of the Japanese North
West Society to enjoy the 10%
discount!*
Website: www.sapporo.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK

1. Off food bill only.
2. Can be used Sunday to Thursday
only.
3. Cannot be used in conjunction with
any other offers or discounts.
4 When making the booking state you
will be using the card, or if you just
drop in then present the card on arrival
at the reception.
5. The discount is for up to a party of 4
guests.
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POETRY CORNER
THE FIVE-INCH MANGA
autumn rain
in the railway cutting
the jay's blue

AP Photo/Kyodo News

New Tokyo Tower Planned

On November 24th the design for
the tallest structure in the world
was unveiled in Tokyo. It will be
constructed and finished by 2011
when it will steal the crown from
the current title holder: the CN
Tower in Toronto, Canada. The CN
Tower is a mere 553 metres, while
the “New Tokyo Tower”, as it has
been named, will top out at 610
metres, dwarfing any other manmade object on the planet.
It will replace the old Tokyo Tower
in Roppongi built in 1958 and only
333 metres tall. The new tower was
designed by an award-winning architect Tadao Ando and Kiichi
Sumikawa, a sculptor. It will stand
in Tokyo’s Sumida ward.
[EDITOR’S NOTE: As a Torontoborn Canadian who is an enthusiast
for all things Japanese this is a
bitter-sweet event!]
Editor: John Croall
Contributers: David Willis,
Kevin Howes and John Croall,
JSNW; Andrew Ewing,
Sapporo Teppanyaki
Bonenkai and Japan Day
Photos: JSNW members
Contacts:
Event coordinator: Nigel Cordon
email (preferred):
events@jsnw.org.uk
or tel: 01925 728448

Calendar of Events
2007
February 8th
Yusen Dyer and Kimonos
March 1st
An evening with KNMS Kendo Dojo

smooth from the scabbard
a gleam of steel

April 14th

12.30
the watchstrap
beginning to fray

April/May

broken-backed
the five-inch manga
feeding time
the frenzy of
baby alligators
in the teacup
the circling ceiling fan
a shower of hail ...
the carousel horses
after the fair
the apple stuck
to its puddle of toffee
high mountain tarn
corrugated
by a thin wind
an origami boat
drifting along
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Curator Tour “Indigo” Whitworth Art
Gallery (£3)

Ohana mi English-style: Bluebell Walk at
Arley Hall, Cheshire
June
Walkden Gardens, Japanese Garden
Society and Haiku
July
Talk on Japanese Literature by Damian
Flanagan
August
Walk in Delamere Forest and picnic
September
Japanese Gardens - the Return of
Professor Fukuhara
December
Bonenkai!
To be arranged:
• Japanese Textiles
• Japanese language with Angela
Davies

late in the day
a sliver of lettuce
falls from the baguette
around the new moon
emerging stars
morning light
poppies at the edge
of a field of wheat
the unfinished symphony
gets a smile
(by Members of the British Haiku Society written during Japan Day)
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Goodbye! さよなら!
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