PRICE £1

AUTUMN 2009

NUMBER 22

英国北西部日英協会
Japan Society North West
NEWSLETTER

Koi-frenzy!
On a hot summer day in July, members from JSNW and Japanese Garden
Society enjoyed the viewing of top-quality Nishikigoi (Japanese coloured carp)
at the facilities of uknishikigoi, St. Helens. Tim Waddington (right), an expert
on Nishikigoi and the proprietor of the facility, gave us a talk about the
history, the business, and how to take care of Nishikigoi in your own pond.
Participants were overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of the young carp when
Tim threw the feed to them (below) , and enjoyed an unexpected splash of
cold water! (More photos on page 7.)
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もっと 知 りたい！

Tell me more!

Japan Day In-Depth
In this issue, Peter Dibben of the Japanese Railway Society tells you all about the fascination of train spotting and his
society. You will be also surprised to learn the close connection between the UK (especially Manchester) and Japan in
terms of historical railway development. By the time you finish reading his article, you will be wanting to ride a train
in Japan!
The Japanese Railway Society was founded by a small group

have also been included and also some of the many trans-

of enthusiasts in 1991. Its objects are to promote interest

port museums. Although primarily intended to be railway

in Japanese railways. There is plenty of variety in Japan’s

tours, cultural activities are certainly not neglected.

For

Railways with over a hundred

example, tour participants are

railway and tramway compa-

encouraged to sample different

nies to choose from.

This

styles of Japanese food. Visits to

appeals to enthusiasts who

temples, shrines, castles or gar-

are intrigued by the sheer

dens are usually included and vis-

number of railway lines and

its have also been made to the

variety of trains in Japan and

Sapporo Ice Festival and the Hiro-

professional

staff

shima and Nagasaki peace muse-

who wish to study how Japa-

ums. Some tours have included

nese railways achieve their

more unusual destinations for

famous punctuality and effi-

example the Earthquake Museum

ciency.

in Kobe or the Chiran Peace and

railway

Although based in

the UK the JRS now has

1

members in 14 other coun-

Kamikaze Museum in Southern
Kyushu.

tries around the world mainly in the USA, Germany, Holland,
Australia and of course Japan. Some JRS members, but by
no means all, have lived and worked in Japan. Some are
interested only in the railways, others take a much wider
view of Japanese culture, lifestyle and language. This also
includes those who construct Japanese model railway layouts since these usually develop into scenic dioramas and
some study is necessary to get the landscape or townscape
to look right. You may have noticed the small selection of
Japanese style buildings, buses and lorries that was on the
JRS stand at the Liverpool Japan Day.

Why should non railway enthusiasts study Japanese Railways?

One reason is that the history of Japanese railways

is in also the history of Japan’s industrialisation. When the
first railway in Japan, opened between Tokyo ( Near Shimbashi) and Yokohama in 1872, all the mechanical equipment, track, locomotives, carriages and bridges were
imported.

Famously, the first locomotive to arrive on

Japanese soil was built here in the North West of England by
the Vulcan Foundry at Newton-le-Willows. Actually, this
was partly luck since the first ten locomotives were built by
five different British manufacturers. But since numbers 2 to

The JRS publishes a quarterly magazine, in English, for its

5 were built in Manchester by Sharpe Stuart, our North West

members called, perhaps inevitably; The Bullet-in. This has

honour is still satisfied! As the railway network in Japan

increased in size over the years and now averages 42 pages

expanded, locomotives and other equipment continued to

in A5 format. It includes digests of news from Japanese

be imported from Britain, Germany and the USA. By 1893

railway journals by those able to translate them for the rest
of us, plus members contributions on various topics including travel experiences and observations.
The JRS has organised tours to Japan and some of our Japan
based members regularly assist commercial tour operators.
Each tour typically provides the opportunity to sample the
different types of Japanese Railways.

The Shinkansen

routes provide an efficient means to reach the different
parts of the country, supported by luxurious ordinary expresses beyond the current Shinkansen network.

Some

days will be spent travelling over some of the very scenic
rural routes, riding a steam hauled train, one or two of the
urban tram systems and possibly one of the several monorail systems. Visits to railway depots and repair workshops
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provides a very economical way of travelling on the now
privatised national network including the Shinkansen.
Timetables for the express trains are available in English
from the Japan National Tourist Office (JNTO).
Finally, the Japanese Railway Society was delighted to participate in the 2008 Japan Day in Liverpool organised by the
Japan Society North West which provided an ideal opportunity to introduce Japanese railways to the general public as
well as those who already have an interest in other things
Japanese. We look forward to the next one!
The photos:
1. The society members posing outside the Naebo work-

3

shop near Sapporo. The author is the one in a red T-shirt.
2. One of the 20 tramway systems of Japan in Toyama.

some locally produced parts began to be used for locomo-

3. One of the independent railways, the Moka Railway

tives assembled in Japan with major items still being im-

which runs 42 kilometres from Shimodate in Ibaraki

ported. The first large steel works opened in 1901 and as

Prefecture to Motegi in Tochigi Prefecture. This is one of

the quality of the steel produced improved its use in railway

their steam locomotives, number C11 325, one of a

work increased until complete locomotives were produced

standard type first built in 1932, departing from Kugeta

shortly after World War one. At the same time Japanese

station on Sunday 5th April 2009. 4. The opening cere-

knowledge of other technologies such as civil engineering

mony

advanced, as did related sci-

train exhibit at the Na-

ences such as geology.

tional Railway Museum

These days, of course, the shoe

at York in 2001. 5. The

is on the other foot. The Na-

photo was taken from

tional Railway Museum at York

the end of a platform at

is happy to acknowledge the

Bampaku-kinen-koen

advances made in Japan with

[World Exhibition Memo-

the introduction of the famous

rial Park] Station on the

Bullet Trains or Shinkansen

Osaka Monorail system.

(New Trunk Line) in 1964 by

The station is elevated

proudly displaying one of the

alongside the Kinki Ex-

original coaches.
and

the

Bullet

pressway and the train

Just this

4

year, trains built in Japan by
Hitachi,

for

has come down the ramp
from the branch line on

incorporating

Shinkansen technology, have started running from London

the extreme right of the picture. In this system the train

to Ashford in Kent on the high speed line previously only

runs on top of the track beam. There are other monorail

used by Eurostar.

systems where the train is suspended from the beam.

Another reason to study them is that Japanese railways also
reflect Japanese society.

Their punctuality record, which

applies to minor railways and rural lines just as much as the
Shinkansen, is a reflection of politeness and honour in
keeping one’s promise.

This is also seen in the patient

queuing in the places marked on the platforms which itself
is matched by the train accurately stopping with the doors
opposite those marks. There is even a polite way of pushing your way onto an already over crowded rush hour train.
So if you visit Japan, do make rail travel part of your trip.
Some of the rural lines offer unique access to some very
remote areas often along deep valleys with fast flowing
rivers and waterfalls. Watching the commuters crowding
onto the Tokyo trains in the rush hour, (or even joining in!)
is surely as much of the experience of Japan as eating sushi
or watching a sumô tournament.

The Japan Rail Pass
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聞かせて！日本の話

How was it?

Member’s Experience in Japan
For the first time, we present an interview for this column. Our brave cooperating members, Nick and Jenny, will share
the most fascinating story of their experience in Japan. Let’s find out how going to Japan changed their lives forever.
(Questions are in blue, and Japanese translations/editor’s notes are offered in [ ]. J: Jenny; N: Nick.)
Will you tell me how you got to go to Japan?

ing, so I was so happy and literally danc-

J: I finished university, four years of hard

ing down the street.

work, so I wanted to have a holiday. I went

As soon as I was notified where I was

to Australia, but didn’t like it there. So I

going, I checked in Google map where it

decided that I wanted to practice Japanese

was. And there was nothing around the

and teach English. I studied Japanese in

area! I was worried. I thought I’d be living

high school in New Zealand, so I wanted to

in a shed in a rice field. I also read a

keep studying and practicing, as well as

Mishima’s novel about two samurais,

travelling and meeting new people. So the

which was set in Izumo [the old name for

JET program seemed perfect to me. I ap-

Shimane] in 19th century. So I was ex-

plied for a JET program in December 2004,

pecting to see similar environment when

heard from them in June 2005. I arrived in

I got to Shimane, and was so disappoint-

1

Japan at the end of July. They told me that
I was assigned to Matsue city in Shimane

ed to see modern buildings. Oh, no
samurais. Looking back, I’m glad I lived

prefecture. When I got to Matsue, the board of education

in Matsue. If I had lived in Tokyo, there would be too many

told me that I was going to these four schools.

temptations, and too many foreigners, many people speak

N: I couldn’t speak a word of Japanese. But I wanted to be a

English, so I wouldn’t have been really immersed in pure

teacher since my childhood. And I had been interested in

Japanese culture.

Japanese culture in general. I watched Japanese movies, and
read books by Japanese authors… And the money was quite

2

good, actually. I finished university, and did some travelling,
and came back. I wanted to do more travelling, but now, not
just travelling around, I wanted to get some training to be a
good teacher in the future while travelling. Before, I was just
travelling for fun. Then I found out about the JET. But I didn’t
know if I’d get accepted.
I understand the JET programme is very competitive. How
did you manage to get accepted?
J: I understand they want someone who have travelled
around and lived in another countries, and are good at
adjusting to a totally
different culture.
N: In fact, a week before
I came, there was a girl

3

from London, who got

How was it like working there?

on a plain, flew to To-

J: It was very interesting, wasn’t at all what I expected. It was

kyo, got off the plane,

more like an international exchange, not really teaching

and

look

English. I taught at one junior high and three elementary

around to find out eve-

schools. It was just to get them used to English and foreign-

rything was written in

ers, because most of them had never seen one. My role was

kanji and no English at

to be an entertainer. [Nick exclaimed “Yes, that’s it!”] Mak-

all, freaked out, and

ing English fun. Because once you get to junior high, it’s all

had to be sent home on

books and lots of exams…I did lots of things outside of

the same plane. It took

class, to make English learning more fun, like games and so

about half a year until

on.

they notified me that I

N: I worked for Shimane Education board which oversees

passed. At the time, I

senior high schools, and she for Matsue Education board,

hated the job I was do-

which oversees elementary schools and junior high schools

took

one
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[i.e., mandatory education in Ja-

occasions to talk about with photos.]

pan]. In my case, I actually
taught English class to students,

N: We went to Saidaiji temple Hadaka

unlike Jenny. But where I worked

matsuri [naked festival], in Okayama.

was a vocational college, so not

I think lots of foreigners knew about

many of them were trying to go

it; we heard lots about festivals. I

to universities. They didn’t have

thought it would be a good experi-

to study English for entrance

ence. Just to tell somebody.

examinations, so English was

J: Just to see him in a fundoshi

more for fun. Teachers were

[Japanese traditional loin cloth]. I

more lenient about what they

said, I’ll go.

had to learn. I also taught at a

How did you get a fundoshi?

Yogo gakko [special school].

N: Everybody goes into a tent, and

They were so good, honestly.
They try so hard. It used to make
me angry, because I go to Yogo

4

there was this little old man whose
job is to put a fundoshi on everybody.
You took off all your clothes, com-

gakko, and they try so hard, although they may not live very

pletely naked. I was completely drunk by that time any way,

long, some of them die before 20, but still try so hard, try

had lots of sake. They put a fundoshi on you, it’s very

their best, and then I went to the vocational school, and they

painful, they pull it up to their shoulder. Then you had to

don’t study at all.

run around the temple, through water; there was water up

Now tell me about two of you. I understand you got engaged

to your knee around the temple, and you need to walk in it.

recently. When did you meet him first?

Everybody was saying “wasshoi, wasshoi” This was in Febru-

J: Actually, in Tokyo. I arrived from New Zealand, he from

ary; so cold. Inside this temple, there were so many people

England.

and so crowded. And a monk dropped several sticks in the

N: All people who were assigned to Shimane prefecture by

middle of the crowd, and if you get a “sacred” stick, you get

JET program met in Tokyo before we flew to Shimane, in July

lots of money, like one million yen. Some sticks are fake.

2005. Everybody who came to Japan by JET met in Tokyo for

Sticks are wooden, a bit wide and about 30 cm long, with

a 3-day training session, at Keio Plaza Hotel in Shinjuku.

something written in kanji on it. I wasn’t trying to get the

Very nice hotel. That’s where we met, for the first time, very

stick, because, I heard this from my friend who was very

briefly.

close to where the sticks were dropped, they were so

Then how did you get together?

squashed, and one man got a stick, and he was trampled on.

N: We went to holiday together for Christmas break to

There were lots of Yakuza clan, they wear black fundoshi,

Malaysia.

with tattoo on their back. You don’t want to get involved.

J: We were in Japan, and we wanted to go somewhere hot for

(continued to the next page.)

Christmas. We were friends, but in a big group, and we were

Photo captions on this page: 1. Nick and Jenny at a

all planning to go to Malaysia on Christmas holiday. But

fan-dance workshop in Matsue. 2. The gang at Hadaka

people kept leaving, one by one, saying oh, I can’t make it,

matsuri [Naked Festival] in fundoshi. 3. The crowd in the

and at the end, it was just two of us.

temple at Hadaka matsuri. 4. Nick and Jenny at a taiko

That’s amazing!
N: And then, we weren’t sure if we should go just by two of
us, but oh, we should go, we wanted to go to Malaysia, and

drumming practice for a local festival. 5. Jenny practicing
drumming under the roof of the float.

went anyway.
Wow, did you feel something was going to happen?
N: Yeah, our friends were making jokes; “Oh yeah, I know
what is going to happen…” Because there were so few
foreigners in Shimane, we basically knew all of JET people,
and had lots of parties, so basically I would have gone
holiday with anybody in the group.
When was it?
J: That was the first year, just 5 months after we moved to
Japan. And we ‘ve been together ever since.
Wow, you didn’t waste any time!
So while you were in Shimane did you get to see other places
in Japan?
N: Oh, we went to many, many places. We went to all the

5

four islands of Japan. [Then they chose a few interesting
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having a small wedding party in Matsue with all our friends
there on the way to Okinawa. Maybe at Izumo Taisha [one
of the most famous shrines in Japan, located in Shimane],
with all the proper Japanese wedding clothes.
You were there for 3 years. Do you think that the experience changed you in any way?
N: I changed a lot, I think. First of all, it made me realize
how difficult English is to learn. It also made me realize
how difficult it is to be a foreigner. Especially here, people
expect everybody to speak a very high-level English, and
if someone says “Oh, I can’t speak English very well…”,
then they think “Oh, bloody hell!” But in Japan, if we can
speak a few words of Japanese, they’d say, “Oh, brilliant,
well done!” I didn’t realize how difficult it is to speak
English for those whose their first language is not English.
J: Made me more polite definitely. I thought I was polite
enough before. But I really learned how to treat people.

N: We both participated in a festival in Matsue, which was

There’s a lot of re-

held in October. Matsue Education board told us about it to

spect in Japan. They

see if we were interested.

are so friendly, help-

We practiced drumming for two weeks every night. It was

ful, and lovely. When-

not all practice, though. Afterward, there were lots of sake

ever I go to New

and food. Two hours everyday, after school. It was only one

Zealand, and in Eng-

tune to practice, so we got so good at the tune by the end.

land, I find people are

There were only 3 foreigners, and the rest were all local

rude. The customer

people. Kids and adults of all ages. But more old men, they

service in Japan is

were more interested in drinking afterward. They kept the

amazing.

float in a garage, and we practiced in a car park.

made me think how I

It

really

talk to people. Trains
J: Because Shimane was so small, we made a lot of friends,

are so punctual, eve-

among local Japanese people. They didn’t speak English, so

rywhere is amazingly

it was good for us to practice Japanese. We learned about a

clean…. It also made

soba-making workshop from our friend who was teaching

me feel that I wanted

English to a man who ran the soba-making workshop. The

to meet more new

man spoke the most difficult-to-understand Izumo ben [the

people, and to try all

7

local dialect]. It was at a local res-

sorts of different food. Before, I was

taurant in Matsue.

like, “Oh, no no, I wouldn’t eat

When did you leave Japan?

that…” I can now eat a whole fish, no

J: After 3 years, in 2008. You can

problem. It made me more adven-

be in Japan up to 5 years with the

turous. The time we spent in Japan is

JET programme, and each year,

really an important part of our life

you renew the contract. We felt

now. We’ve decided to go back there

after 2 years, it was still not

every two years.

enough…

In fact, if you hadn’t gone there, you

N: But after 3 years, I wanted to

wouldn’t have even met each other.

start getting on with a career;

So it literally changed your life!

come back and start training. I

N: Yes, in so many ways.

would love to go back to Japan,
though.

Photo captions on this page:

J: We are actually going to Okinawa

6. Nick, Jenny, and their American

[the southern-most island in Japan

friend in the crowd at the local festi-

with subtropical climate] for our

val. 7. A man cuts soba at the soba-

honeymoon, for two weeks. We

making

want to be able to see the special

soba-maker rolls soba dough.

workshop.

8.

A

master

cat, Iriomote mountain cat, which
is an endangered animal. We are
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Future Events (visit our website for details)
By popular demand, we are making this social evening a

Sunday, 11th October 2009, at Padgate Community regular event, which takes place alternately in Liverpool
and Manchester areas every month. Let’s have a drink,

Centre.
A talk by Ian Warhurst of Wirral Bonsai covering the
history, styles, sizes, basic care and culture of bonsai
trees. Ian will be bringing a number of examples of
bonsai with him.

Saturday, 21st November 2009

enjoy food, and meet someone new. You might even
learn new phrases in Japanese!

Saturday 19 December 2009 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm,

at Lymm Village Hall.
(time TBA), at Our annual year-end party. Let’s enjoy together Taka’s

Padgate Community Centre.

food, games and a quiz to forget about all worries!

Angela Davies, who has lived in Kagawa Prefecture, will
talk about it's size, historical significance and its attractions as a tourist destination, as well as her own experiences and long term connections.

Saturday, 21st January 2010, at 11am, at World
Museum Liverpool.

Liverpool area: Tuesday, 27th October 2009, 7 to 9
pm at Etsu restaurant in Liverpool.
Manchester area: November (date TBA) at Sapporo
Teppanyaki restaurant in Manchester.

February (date TBA) 2010, at Padgate Community
Centre.
Ohara school Ikebana Master, Brenda Thorpe will give you
a hands-on experience of how to do Ikebana.

Visit to uknishikigoi (continued from page 1)

Editor’s Comment

Yuko Howes

編集後記

The Member’s Experience in Japan column is in interview form in this issue for the first time. I hope you enjoyed
Jenny and Nick’s amazing story about how the experience changed their life. Peter Dibben generously shared with
us his precious photos of unique Japanese trains. Why don’t you also share your experience in Japan and fascination
with Japan and its culture? Contact me at
Kevin Howes, Peter Dibben, Nick Stygall, Nigel Cordon, Adrian Summersell.
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Focus on Members
Once again, it’s time to focus on members. The questions asked are the same as before: 1. How long have you been
a member? 2. Why or how did you become a member? 3. Any request to the Society for future events? Please come
out to our events so you will be the next one in this column!
1. From the very beginning, when you had an event in
1. A couple of months. Warrington in 2004.
Went

to

tea

ceremony, 2. Because I’m very interested in Japanese culture, mainly

which was really good. 2. dolls, and that’s what I collect. When you first had an
I’m interested in Japanese

event

culture, and I found on the

rington, there was

in

War-

internet about the Society.

this

I decided to join because of

Barron, and he en-

artist,

Scott

my love of Japanese cul-

couraged

ture. Sally: I thought it

join. 3. I can’t think

me

to

would be a good idea if I

of anything off the

became a member as well, so that I can go with him when

top of my head.

he’ll be going out on outings. We have found it very interest-

Anything you do is

ing so far. Adrian: I’ve never been to Japan, but am planning

great. (Rita is the

to go in the near future. I’m going to meet my friend, Shiori, one who has been exhibiting her collection of Japanese
in Kobe. 3. I wonder if there could be events either on the dolls at each Japan Day in the past. She will be writing an
Japanese music scene, or manga or anime. I’m very, very article for the Newsletter about her collection in the near
interested in music, especially J-pop.

future.)

Past Event Report: Tea Ceremony by Nigel Cordon
then at least the important person would be able to
defend himself.)
To demonstrate the Tea Ceremony Akemi Sensei asked
for 3 volunteers. With their help she demonstrated the
main components of the ceremony. The one at a time the
Tea Master makes a drink for each one. At each stage the
tea is carefully made with fresh water and passed towards
the guest. The guest takes the cup and apologies to the
next guest for being served first. The next guest asks the
first to go ahead (“douzo”). Then the guest takes the bowl
and turns it to admire the art work and appreciate the
design before turning it again to drink
from it.
Throughout

the

The hall at the Padgate Community centre was large and event you appreciate
spacious. Placed at one end were 5 tatami mats and a the artistry and the
Japanese style screen with a simple Ikebana flower ar- simplicity
rangement with a single cerise Gerbera.

of

the

process of Cha no yu

Akemi Solloway gave the presentation on Japanese cul- (literally, "tea hotture and dress and gave a demonstration of how a kimo- water").
no is worn with the help of a member of the audience.

The

audi-

ence greatly enjoyed

She also mentioned the order of priority of seating the experience and
guests. The most important sits closest to the alcove with thanked Akemi Senthe Ikebana, or the ceremonial scroll or (on occasions) the sei for her talk.
Samurai Sword. (If a tea ceremony is interrupted by ninja

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK

8

