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NEWSLETTER

英国北西部日英協会
Japan Society North West

PRICE £1

謹賀新年

Japanese people celebrate the New Year
in various ways depending on the region.
Edo-Daikagura, Japanese traditional jug-
gling and lion dance, is one of them. It is
designated as Intangible Folk-Cultural
Property of Tokyo, originally performed
to chase away evil on behalf of the gods
of the shrines. Today, it has become
people's entertainment, and is most
commonly performed around  New Year’s
Day to celebrate the beginning of the
New Year. One of the performers,
Senwaka (top-right) visited Manchester
at the end of summer 2009 with the
support of Japan Foundation. We man-
aged to interview him on the occasion
(please see p.6). Let us celebrate the New
Year with this lucky performance!
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This year, once again we were delighted to welcome
Professor Masao Fukuhara, from the Osaka University of
Arts, to give us some more insights on Japanese gardens
and gardening techniques. This time it was to be a
practical session held in the Japanese garden at Calder-
stones Park in Liverpool. Calderstones Park had given us
the green light to carry out as much pruning as we liked,
as although the garden had been looked after, it had not

been pruned in a Japanese way since it was constructed
in the early 1970’s.

The event, held on Saturday 12th September was a great
success. The weather was warm, with brilliant sunshine.
We had an attendance of 20 people, half of whom were
from the Japan Garden Society, and a small number from
the Friends of Calderstones and Harthill. All came armed
with a variety of secateurs and in some cases shears, as
it was a big undertaking!

After hearing an
outline of what
the intention of
pruning a Japa-
nese garden
should be, we
went outside and
walked around
the garden dis-
cussing what
needed to be
done. The Pro-
fessor spoke about certain specific techniques that are
used in Japanese gardens such as revealing and con-
cealing, framing, seeing views through branches, and
miniaturising. So we understood that overgrown vegeta-
tion which completely concealed rocks and lanterns
needed to be cut back. Inappropriate trees that had
grown too tall should be cut away although some had
grown too tall to be tackled!

We split up into groups with all the cutting implements
we had brought. The Professor also worked away. We
then stopped for a delicious bentô lunch provided by
Sushi Craft, and everyone went out into the garden
again. Professor Fukuhara then went around the garden
commenting on what everyone had achieved. Nobody
really wanted to stop but the day had gone by so quickly
and everyone agreed it had been really enjoyable. The
overall appearance of the garden was greatly improved
and with the approval of Calderstones we hope to repeat
the exercise next year.  Our thanks also go to the staff
at Calderstones who cleared away everything after
us. (Written by Angela Davies)
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Past Event Report: Pruning the Trees the Japanese Way

On Sunday, October 11th,  2009, we wel-
comed Ian Warhurst of Wirral Bonsai Society
at Padgate Community Center. His talk cov-
ered the history, styles, sizes, and basic care
and culture of bonsai trees. He brought a
number of examples of bonsai with him,
and gave us a background “story” of acquir-
ing each tree. Participants were surprised to
learn just how much continuous care one
has to give to create a high-quality Bonsai
tree. He and Wirral Bonsai Society will be
displaying a large collection of their Bonsai
trees at the coming Japan Day in Manches-
ter.

Past Event Report: Bonsai
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Past Event Report: Bonenkai Photo Journal

Attention Please!
Anyone whose appetite for rail travel was whetted by Peter Dibben’s excellent article in the last Newsletter may be
interested to read an article by Roger Barton, who has done an extensive tour of the network.  You can find Roger’s
article on the Features page of the JSNW web site.

(Clockwise from the
top left) Chairman Angela Davies and
Peter Heginbotham, Japan's honorary
consul for the north west, declared the
opening; food by Taka; Taka demon-
strating how to make Tempura; our
committee member, Tim Evans, read-
ing out our quiz on Japan; members
mingling before dinner; members
watching Taka’s demonstration; mem-
bers enjoying the food.
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We made our first trip to Japan in July 2009. Our primary
reason for visiting Japan was to attend our son, James,
and his fiancée, Chizuru’s wedding on July 12th. We had
very little time to prepare for the trip and this mostly
consisted of purchasing suitable outfits here in the UK,
including James’ Morning Suit, as he is 6ft 3in tall.

When we arrived at Nagoya airport, about one hour from
the city, our first impression was not very good; “What a
lot of concrete bridges and it all looks a bit dreary!” But
once in the city then it was all very different indeed. Our
first full day was spent in Nagoya visiting the Atsuta
Jingu Shrine, which is one of the three most sacred
shrines in Japan. It is also the place where James and
Chizuru will take their baby to be blessed when he is
about 30 days old. Unfortunately the main shrine was
under reconstruction so were unable to see it. However,
we were able to make our prayer ritual as taught by
Chizuru; clap your hands twice, bow, make your peti-
tions, clap twice again, and move away. Lots of the other
shrines we visited also had a bell to ring to offer similar
prayers. The shrine also houses a sword museum,
exhibiting very ornate swords. It is well worth a visit.
Next was a visit to Nagoya’s market adjacent to the Osu
Kannon temple. The market is immense, selling every-
thing from food to computers. You can purchase every

conceivable type of fish imaginable, many of which we
had never seen before. Our son took us to a restaurant
he knew well, but it was decidedly dodgy looking, so we
were pleasantly surprised to find out that their meal was

lovely. That’s one of the many perks of travelling with a
local; had we been on our own, we would not have
entered the place like that and missed out on a real local
traditional meal.

We had been invited by Chizuru’s parents to attend a
pre-wedding dinner, which was supposed to be the

modern version of a ‘Yuinou’ ceremony. [Editor’s note:
Yuinou is a traditional ceremony in which a
bridegroom’s family gives money and presents to a
bride’s family. It is meant to consolidate the marriage.]
We were so excited but also a little anxious about our
lack of language skills. However, our lack of Japanese
proved to be no problem at all with Chizuru and James
interpreting, family photographs exchanged over din-
ner, and lots of hand gestures. Chizuru was wearing a
very beautiful kimono with long sleeves that she has had
since she was sixteen. We were admiring the delicate
needlework whilst she was telling us that it would be the
last time for her to wear it, as once married, ladies wear
kimonos with shorter sleeves and less elaborate deco-
ration to let men know that they are no longer available!

Nagoya is renowned for being the wedding capital of
Japan and given the number of chapels and wedding
planning services available it is easy to see why. Most of
the larger hotels have both Western and Shinto chapels.
Their wedding was held in The Westin Hotel overlooked
by Nagoya Castle; this is considered to be a very pres-
tigious place to hold your wedding.  The wedding itself
was in two parts: the first half was in western style and

   How was it? 聞かせて！日本の話

Member’s Experience in Japan
One day, Eileen and Peter Wolstenholme were told by their son, James, that he was going to get married to a Japanese
girl and live in Japan with her. Sounds familiar? In this issue, Eileen tells us her honest account of their first trip to
Japan and their son’s wedding ceremony.
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the second in traditional Japanese style.  My impression
was that their wedding was very structured with a time-
table strictly adhered to. The marriage ceremony took
place in the hotel’s chapel, with the service and hymns
including ‘What a Friend I have in Jesus.’ Although
everything was in Japanese and we could not under-
stand the words, we were able to follow the proceed-
ings.   It was very similar to our services at home with
chapel bells tolling and rose petals showers.
The reception followed pretty much that of a western

wedding. Sherry, bucks fizz and the sommelier opening
a bottle of champagne with a sword. We had eaten a few
courses when Chiho (Chizuru’s mother) and myself had
to escort the Bride and Groom from the restaurant and
accompany them to a team of ladies waiting to assist
them both into traditional kimono. A little while later,
they returned to the reception looking very regal.
Chizuru’s kimono and hair piece with its jewellery were
fabulous and James quite looked
the part in his kimono despite his
height. The reception then got
going again with the main
course. Speeches then followed
which the MC had very kindly
translated so everyone was able
to understand what was being
said. The ceremony was finished
promptly on time with James
reciting a love poem he had writ-
ten for Chizuru, not a dry eye in
the house!
We came back to the UK after doing some sightseeing
after the wedding. Looking back, I must admit that this
whole wedding thing had hit us as a surprise. At first, I
was a little upset at not having met and got to know
Chizuru prior to the wedding. He did drop several hints
about getting married and starting a family this year,
but we did not know whether to take him seriously or

not.  I have only
ever wanted
James to be
happy and enjoy
good health, so
of course we
were very happy
for him and fully
support his
choice. Also
James is 30
years of age, so
no longer my
little boy and more than mature enough to make his
own decisions.

Chizuru is a lovely girl and we are delighted with her.
They are both so much in love and care for one another
that I can only feel happiness at their marriage. Of
course I would like to live closer to them, but that's not
to be and I have to accept that. It is not a problem as we
communicate via the internet practically every day and
speak once or twice weekly. To be honest, I am not
surprised that James has left England. He had always
been fascinated with Japan and I am not sure where it all
began. Maybe with the ‘Karate Kid’ movies or perhaps
the influence from one of my younger brothers who was
into martial arts including Judo; who knows. What I can
say is that he is very much like his parents, who are
always up for a challenge. Ever since he was a small boy
we have enjoyed foreign films, literature and travel, and
we do all have enquiring minds. We see this as a great

adventure to be embraced and not
as something to fret about. Rather,
the marriage has opened up a new
chapter in our lives and introduced
us to a whole new culture which we
love. We consider ourselves very
privileged to have been welcomed
into our new Japanese family. From
a position of “Why Japan, James?” 3
years ago, we have completely
fallen in love with the country and
cannot wait for our next trip.

[Chizuru gave birth to a baby boy at the end of Decem-
ber, and of course, Eileen and Peter were there to
celebrate it!]

 Photo captions: At the Yuinou ceremony (top and bottom
of page 4); The wedding in kimono (top left); Eileen, Peter,
and James in Japan (top right); and James when he used to
race at Silverstone circuit.
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6 Edo-Daikagura and Kendama Artists

Will you tell me why you got into
this business?
I used to be an actor. I went on
a half-a-year tour in Germany,
and my future Edo-daikagura
teacher happened to be partici-
pating in the tour as well, so we
met during the tour. That was
the beginning of my career. It
was 12 years ago. I was im-

pressed at his performance during the tour, because com-
pared to other plays we were doing, his performance seemed
to attract the most people, and the reaction from the audi-
ence was the best. Unlike Noh and Kyogen, his performance
was very easy to understand, and you don’t need language.
So it was in Germany when I first
practiced turning an umbrella. When
I was in Japan, I had heard about
Edo-daikagura, but never went to
see one, nor was I interested.
How have the 12 years of discipline
been? Was it really hard?
Well, actually, my teacher has been
quite nice. Because he had been
worried about the lack of successors
of Edo-daikagura, he was happy I
was keen to practice. He was kind
and gave me some of the jobs he
was offered. So I have been enjoying
the training, but of course, there
were some times when we couldn’t
have enough audience even when we
started street performance.
What kind of jobs do you usually do?
Mostly, at Yose, with Rakugoka [comedians]. Also, we are
often asked to perform at parties at hotels, and so on.
How long did it take for you to master the tricks?
Well, actually, I have not mastered all of the tricks yet. There
are 13 altogether, but I have mastered only 7 of them so far.
What are the good things and bad things about doing this as
a job?
What is really great about having this as a career is that,
compared to acting which won’t be playing the same play all
my life, I can keep performing the same tricks, so I can keep
improving them more and more.
Where in the world have you been so far to perform?
Korea, the US, and New Zealand. This time, we went to

Denmark first before we went to Scotland.
What are your goals for the future?
I want children to see my performance, and want them to get
interested and to succeed this tradition, so that this wonder-
ful traditional art will survive. In our troupe, the youngest is
28. We want to cultivate interest in the younger generation
to find younger successors. And we also have to think about
how we should perform to attract younger generations.
Thank you again for your wonderful performance today.
We usually perform at Ryogoku, so please come to see us
when you are in Tokyo.

(see
http://www.kendamakyokai.com/index_english.html, for
more information on Kendama)
When did you start doing Kendama?
When I was a 2nd grader (7 years old).
Why did you start doing Kendama?

My older brother was playing with Kend-
ama at home, so I got interested. Inter-
estingly, just a few months after I
started, it just happened that a
“Kendama Society” was established in my
home town, which is Hino city, Tokyo. So
I joined right away, and since then, I have
been practicing Kendama more as a
sport, and to win at the [annual Kenda-
ma] Championship, not just as a game. I
won the Championship in the junior sec-
tor when I was a 6th grader, which was
the first time I won the Championship,
and then by the time I finished my uni-
versity, I had won Championship 10
times. Then when I graduated from uni-
versity, I wondered how I could make
money from doing Kendama, so I decid-
ed to become a professional performer

of Kendama.
How did you manage to make a career out of it?
The most difficult part was to decide to become a profes-
sional performer. Because there had been no professional
ones in Japan, although I was passionate about playing
Kendama, making it a career was a different story. First, I
started to hold Kendama lessons, but it wasn’t enough to
make a living. So I had to do other jobs too. While I was doing
other jobs, I came across the “Heaven Artist” system that the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government had established to promote
high-quality street performances. The government issues a
license to those who passed the audition, and only those who
hold the license are permitted to perform in public areas and

Japan Foundation invited Edo-Daikagura and Kendama performers to the UK at the end of summer 2009, and they
visited Manchester as one of their performing venues. Our editor had the chance to interview both of them at the
occasion. Let’s find out what it takes to become a professional “street performance artist.”
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  Future Events (visit our website for details)

Manchester area: Saturday 23rd January, 7 to 9pm
at New Samsi in Manchester.
Liverpool area: February (date TBA), 7 to 9 pm at
Etsu restaurant in Liverpool.
This social evening takes place alternately in Liverpool
(even month) and Manchester (odd month). Let’s have a
drink, enjoy food, and meet someone new. You might
even learn new phrases in Japanese!

Saturday 20th February, at Padgate Community
Centre.
Ohara school Ikebana Master, Brenda Thorpe will give you
a hands-on experience of how to do Ikebana.

Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th March, at Padgate
Community  Centre.
Back by popular demand!

Editor’s Comment Yuko Howes 　　編集後記

明けましておめでとうございます。I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas holiday, and are ready
for action for the New Year. This year, we are going to hold Japan Day again, in Manchester this
time. We want to make it a day filled with Japanese food and entertainment, and look forward to
seeing you all there. The kanji on the cover page, 謹賀新年 (kinga shin’nen), is one of the most
typical phrases we use for New Year’s greeting, and means “humbly celebrate the New Year.” The
little images on both sides depict a traditional gate decoration made of pine and bamboo for the
New Year to invite God to your house. I wish you all a wonderful year.

 Kevin Howes, Nigel Cordon, Eileen Wolstenholme.

facilities. I managed to get a license, and
started street performance. Once I started
this, I quit my other job, and concentrated
on the street performance. I was making
more money, and gradually, I started to get
offers to perform at various places. I’ve
been playing Kendama for 23 years now.
What are the good things about being a
Kendama artist?
Practicing Kendama is a very lonely process.
But by becoming a Kendama artist, I have
been invited to many events, and been able
to meet various people, and expand my
network of friends.
Have you ever thought you wanted to stop playing Kendama?
No, never. Only when I was still at elementary school, when I
couldn’t win at the Championship, I thought, “I quit!” but
never really stopped playing.
Kendama is an individual game. Do you think you prefer
doing things alone?

Actually, now that I think about it, that’s
true, I do, although I do like spending time
with friends. For example, when I was at
junior high, I went to a “Jyuku” [cramming
school], but I couldn’t concentrate very
much. So I studied on my own at home, then
I was able to study a lot better.
Have you been to many countries as a per-
former?
Russia, Singapore, China, the US…
What is it like performing in other countries?
I don’t want to depend on language; al-
though Kendama performance itself doesn’t

require any explanation, but, when I want to make it funny
and get the audience to laugh, I still have to depend on
language. I want to be able to improve my skill so that
audiences will be impressed just by my performance. This is
one of the challenges for the future. There are many chal-
lenges to continue this career, but that’s why I can keep
doing this.

Japan Day is coming!
Mark your calendar now!
Date: Sunday 17th October, 2010
Venue: Midland Hotel, Manchester
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Focus on Members
Once again, it’s time to focus on members. The questions asked are the same as before: 1. When did you become a
member? 2. Why or how did you become a member? 3. Any request to the Society for future events? Please come out
to our events so you will be the next one in this column!

 (at conversation evening)
1. Just last week. 2. I was living in London, and
studying music technology as a major, and
Japanese part-time. But I found that I was more
interested in Japanese than my major. So when
I graduated, I decided that I want to go to Japan
and study the language for one year in Tokyo.
After one year, I came home, but I still wanted

to continue Japanese. Now I study Japanese and Chinese at Univer-
sity of Central Lancashire. 3. More events like this.

(at Bonekai)
1. Just a month ago.
2. David: Because we are
interested in things in
Japanese. I’m married to a
Japanese. Michiko: I do
Japanese embroidery, and

people in the embroidery group told me about the
society. 3. Nothing particular.

(at Bonenkai)
1. Today! 2. I work for a Japanese company
here, and they sent me to Japan for 18
months. My company is in Tokyo, and
lived in Chiba prefecture and commuted to
Tokyo. In fact, we are a corporate member,
and I came as one of the three people who
can come to an event. I enjoyed the time in
Japan, so I wanted to keep it going, keep studying Japanese,
keep eating Japanese food, keep meeting Japanese people,
and enjoy Japanese culture.3. Chatting in Japanese and eat-
ing Japanese food would be good.

 (at Bonsai event)
1. Today! 2. I was in Liverpool three
years ago as a postgraduate student.
Then, I had classes to attend and many
friends to communicate with. But now,
I’m back to the university as a  re-
searcher, and I realized that I don’t get
to see people very much at work, just
going between my office, the library, and home. So I
searched on the internet if there’s anything interesting to
join, and I found JSNW. I found it just one week ago, and
I’m already here at this event. 3. I’m too new to think

(at conversation evening)
1. Nine months ago. 2. I found the society on internet, and wanted to learn more about
Japan, especially about a wedding, since our son was going to marry a Japanese girl in Japan.
To prepare for the wedding, really, like the wedding custom, and what to expect for a
wedding. I wanted to learn about the traditions, what to do to make sure that we do
everything correctly, how the wedding would operate, how to interact with the bride’s
family…The nicest about joining the society was that you get to meet with the parents with
a similar situation. It’s a great relief to meet them, and learn how their experience has been.

3. We could list people’s specialties on the website, and use it for networking and helping each other.

(at conversation evening)
1. 2 months ago. 2. In my stu-
dent days, which is more than 30
years ago, I fell in love with Japa-
nese films. Later, I fell in love
with Japanese food. When I re-
tired, my husband said to me,

“You must give yourself a good holiday.” I thought there’s only one
place I wanted to go, Japan. My first trip was to Tokyo and Kyoto,
which was 3 years ago. Since then, I have been there two more times.
Recently, my friend at my Japanese class told me about the society’s
website, and I read the Newsletter on-line, and heard about conver-
sation evening. Since my weakness in Japanese was listening and
speaking, so I decided to come. 3. That’s a difficult question on the
spot! I will think about it.

 (at conver-
sation evening)
1. The membership
card arrived just
yesterday. 2. Daniel:
My wife is Japanese,
and I lived in Japan,
in Gifu Prefecture, for 5 to 6 years, so I thought
joining this society would be the best way to
continue doing Japanese stuff.   Yasuyo: I wanted
to make friends. It’s nice to meet British people
who like Japanese culture.
3. Daniel: I like films, so something like “Japanese
film night” would be nice. Yasuyo: Anything will
do, as long as I can socialise with other members.


