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NEWSLETTER
Hamlet in Japanese?
“Noh” problem!
Dr. Kuniyoshi Munakata in his performance of Shakespeare’s
Hamlet in ‘Noh’ style.

Have you heard of
“Noh” before? Noh is a
traditional form of Japanese theatre,
th
performed since the 14 century. On
th
December 19 , 2012, our Society enjoyed a
unique opportunity to observe a Noh play by a
Japanese scholar, Dr. Kuniyoshi Munakata, at
Bowdon Parish Centre in South Manchester.
What made his performance even more special
was that he played Shakespeare’s Hamlet in
Noh style. Dr. Munakata, Chairman of the
International Society for Harmonization of
Cultures & Civilizations, had invented a way to
sing the script of Hamlet in Japanese Noh style.
His interpretation has been well received both
in Japan and overseas. This time, Manchester
was the last leg of his European tour, after
Monaco and Cannes.
Despite the short notice, our members and
people from various parts of England gathered
for this special event. At the beginning, Dr.
Munakata explained that the setting of the
venue had to be quite different from an
authentic Noh theatre, and that the audience
needed to use their power of imagination well.
Although many of the audience had no
previous exposure to Noh, with the help of an
excellent English-Japanese script made by
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Dr. Munakata won over the audience with his warm and
generous personality, and everybody finished the evening
with new insights and a deeper understanding of Hamlet.
For the full performance of Dr. Munakata, please visit the
JSNW Youtube channel at

youtube.com/user/jsnworguk

Dr. Munakata, the play was easy to understand and was
well received. His performance was followed by a lively
question-and-answer session.
Written by Yuko Howes

Future Events
JSNW Social and Japanese
Conversation Evening in
Manchester

IKEBANA WORKSHOP

Saturday 18 May 2013

A presentation and workshop by Ohara
school Ikebana Master, Brenda Thorpe.
Please bring pruning scissors / secateurs. Tea
and cakes will be provided.

7:00pm-9:00pm
Venue: New Samsi, 36-38 Whitworth
Street, Manchester M1 3NR
To attend this event, contact:
yuko@jsnw.org.uk

AGM
Saturday 15 June 2013 2:30 pm - 4:15pm
The guest speaker at this year's AGM will be
Ian Reader, former Professor of Japanese
Studies at the University of Manchester.
Immediately following Ian's talk, we will be
holding our Annual General Meeting. The
Society needs your support at this important
meeting. JSNW members only.
Venue: Padgate Community Centre, Station
Road, Padgate, Warrington WA2 0QS
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Saturday 13th July 2013
2:30pm-4:00pm

Venue: Padgate Community Centre, Station
Road, Padgate, Warrington WA2 0QS
To attend this event please contact:
events@jsnw.org.uk

TEA CEREMONY
Saturday 14 September 2013

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Experience an authentic Japanese Tea
Ceremony.
Venue: Padgate Community Centre,
Station Road, Padgate, Warrington
WA2 0QS
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Past Events
Japanese Go Workshop

Bonenkai 2012

Christopher Kirkham demonstrating the rules of Go

Traditional Japanese dance by Kana
Nagashima
Our members absorbed in their game of Go
nd

On the 2 February, we were treated to a Go workshop
by members of the Manchester Go Club at the Padgate
Community Centre in Warrington. The workshop ran for two
hours, starting with an informative talk by Christopher
Kirkham. He talked about the history of the game and its
recognition in British Society. Go is a traditional Japanese
board game that dates back over 3000 years ago. It has
nearly 100 years of history in the UK and is steadily growing
in popularity. There are only a few thousand active players
in Britain but the number of players learning Go is
increasing.
We were joined by three other members of the
Manchester Go Club: Helen and Martin Harvey and Patrick
Ridley. They acted as our teachers and guided us through
the rules of the game when playing in our pairs. The
majority of us were beginners so only the basic rules were
given so that we could then try them out in our own friendly
match. The instructors offered excellent advice on how to
play the game and giving us useful tips, either on playing it
safe or opting to be bold and try and trick the opponent.
While challenging, Go was immensely enjoyable for
everybody, along with welcomed refreshments to
accompany our game. The game brought out the
competitive spirit in everyone!
The Manchester Go Club is affiliated with the British Go
Association and they are always encouraging new members
to join. Whether just for a bit of fun or with the intention of
entering tournaments; anyone is welcome! Anyone who is
interested in learning more about the game of Go should
visit www.britgo.org
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Green tea crepe with Azuki beans

Group photo: Kanpai!
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News from our members
Adrian Summersell writes about his interview on Autism with
Sakura School and the devastation of the 11th March Tsunami...
th

On Friday 11 March 2011 – a violent earthquake
triggered a destructive tsunami as towns, cities &
countryside was left in devastation, as land, buildings,
cars and trees were washed away due to the severe
power of this tsunami. The passing away & loss of so
many innocent peoples’ lives caused by such horrendous
devastation left me feeling deeply shocked and
saddened.
The tsunami caused a frightening nuclear situation
at Fukushima nuclear reactor power plant, as the entire
situation became more severe. This was all happening
the day before my flight to Japan and with all the shock,
I had to ask my Obachan to support me through the day
and with getting my suitcase ready for the next days’
journey.
th

On Saturday 12 march 2011, I travelled by taxi to
Birmingham Airport and due to my Autism I had a special
support taxi take me to the ticket check in, where I was
supported by the airport & airline disability services
onboard both planes and all 3 airports including Dubai
and Kansai International Airport.
th

On Sunday 13 March 2011, I arrived in the early
evening at Kansai International Airport in Osaka, Nippon
and was met by my kon’yakusha Kawahara Shiori- chan.
Though sadly me & kawahara shiori- san are no longer
together because I was hoping for marriage and she said
if I wanted marriage & to have children, (our own
family), then I was to find another woman. Also Shiori
san parked her car outside her house to show me where
she lives, but would not let me meet her family because
her mother hates me. We broke up shortly after my visit
to Japan, in July 2011.
Shiori san supported me on the shuttle bus and then
on to a relaxing 30 minute ferry ride to the port city of
Kobe. From Kobe, we travelled in her car to Hotel New
Hankyu in Sanda city. While at the New Hankyu we
witnessed a Japanese couple marriage ceremony in the
hotel chapel. The New Hankyu staff were welcoming and
supportive, understanding English language and very
kind. The hotel so very beautiful, but the sadness and
tears of watching the local news channel as Fukushima
situation unfolded.
I remember deeply watching live footage of water
being dropped by helicopters on to the crippled
Fukushima nuclear reactor. I could not stop crying. I
donated £100 to the Nippon disaster relief fund through
Shichan’s post office account, of my own money.
th

On Saturday 19 March 2011, Shiori -chan took me
to the Sakura autism school to talk with Matsumoto
sensei and her daughter about my Autism and for me to
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learn about how the school supports children diagnosed
with Autism & Asperger’s Syndrome.
th

I told them that on 14 March 2001, I was diagnosed
with High Functioning Autism, in Sheffield England, by
Prof. Digby Tantam. I explained in depth about my
Autism. Matsumoto sensei the headmistress & owner of
Sakura School, along with her daughter, who also teaches
at the school, were delighted to be filmed and so a 15
minute video documentary was made. I featured in the
documentary being interviewed by Matsumoto sensei &
Kawahara Shiori san was the video camera operator of
my Panasonic camcorder.
I informed them about my gluten free, wheat free &
dairy free diet, my severe anxiety, social dyslexia and
disabilities. Shiori san is a nurse working with Autistic
children and used to work at Sakura School.
I explained that my IQ is 98, but I have aspects of
learning disabilities and mentioned about my Autism
specific mentor Paul Shattock, OBE Chairman of Autism
World Council & member of ESPA European Services for
People with Autism. I phone him nearly every day.
I enjoyed my visit to Japan, but deeply devastated by
the quake, tsunami & Fukushima severe disaster. But was
doubly devastated when me & Shichan split up.
The British film The King’s Speech played at the
Warner Cinema & my addiction to karaoke is actual
passion. I love singing. I visited Himeji castle and various
shrines, one of which is dedicated to Amaterasu Hi No
Kami and had a profound spiritual experience as a result.
I bought 4 omamori from the shrine (Nippon lucky
charm), to help me in my life.
I kept to my strict diet and even found gluten wheat
free soy sauce to have with sushi. I love yokan, mochi and
onigiri and ate plenty of azuki bean rice and plain onigiri.
riconigiri.
I wish deeply for my future to marry a Japanese girl
and live our life with our own Japanese family, in Nippon.

4

Spring 2013

Number 34

News from our members
My hope for my future is to marry a Japanese woman
understanding of autism and to live in Japan and have
my own Japanese family. I intend to advocate for adults
in Japan who either have a late diagnosis of autism or
who are adult but do not have a diagnosis and are in
need of guidance about diagnosis and someone to talk
with the shock of sudden diagnosis.
I intend to write a book on my experiences of autism
and want to make an accompanying DVD including the
Sakura video about autism in Japan. I hope to have a
future Saturday afternoon café meeting with
autistic people, their carers and medical / care
professionals in Japan about autism.

I had travelled on a UKTI trade mission, representing
the Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce. After
various meetings in Tokyo I peeled away from the rest of the
delegation to spend half my week in Tohoku. I spent
absorbing hours with officials at Miyagi Prefecture,
Ishinomaki City and Sendai City, meetings arranged and
attended by BCCJ member Kyoko Sasaki and Chisato Kondo
of MOFA, to hear about the massive reconstruction and
recovery efforts and plans for the future. In Manchester’s
huge and devastating bomb blast in 1996, amazingly there
were no serious casualties, but the damage to fabric and
businesses was massive. Manchester recovered quickly, with
bold and visionary plans, but I had played a part in helping
the small businesses that couldn’t have survived on their
own. The “wounded in the battlefield” as I called them at
the time, were soon forgotten by the outside world. I
wanted to see if there was a parallel experience in Tohoku;
in fact I knew there would be. Based on three days
experience I couldn’t pass comment on the huge efforts
already made or the future plans, only learn.

There is an article on Adrian Summersell, written by
Matsumoto Midori sensei, head-teacher & owner of
Sakura Autism School in Sanda City Japan. To read
it, visit: kids-school.sakura.ne.jp/sakura_tushin6.html
You can contact Adrian via email at:

summerselladrian@yahoo.co.uk
Or Skype at: Sanda2011ichigo
JSNW member Peter Heginbotham
writes about his UKTI trade
mission to Japan and the after
effects of the 2011 tsunami…
I am standing on flat and open land in Ishinomaki
Bay. It is marked out in grids and plots, but this is no new
development; these are the sites of buildings washed
rd
away in the tsunami of 3 March 2011. Perversely, here
and there, a building survives, damaged and derelict. I
try to imagine what it must have been like to have been
there on that dreadful day, but I can only feel a sobering
numbness. Behind me are the heights of Hiroriyama
Park where many had sought refuge. I have just been up
there viewing the scene all around, comparing what I
saw with the “before” photographs on the railings.
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I probably can’t help much, except to give more oxygen to
publicity, to the required reminder that there are many who
still need help. The kind emails I received when I got back
were humbling; just someone taking an interest was
appreciated. In business you don’t know if you’ve succeeded
unless you started with clear objectives. But, while I didn’t
quite know why I had wanted to visit Tohoku, in that sombre
moment in Ishinomaki I suddenly knew the answer.
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Other News
The following article is on blog entries written by Daniel
Morales while doing work with the All Hands project in
Ofunato between 25 May and 3 June, 2011. Full entries
on his blog can be read at How to Japonese.com, by
going to the monthly archives.
Looking back at my experience in Ofunato, I’m amazed by
how quickly the All Hands team was able to build
camaraderie. Part of it is out of necessity; I think – in an
atmosphere like Ofunato, there’s no room for selfishness
or hatred. You either get along or you leave, and it’s way
more fun to get along.
Thanks partially to social networking services like
Facebook, I’m still in touch with a good number of the
people I met during the 10 days I volunteered, and every
time I see new information about them or the project in
the Newsfeed, I instantly have hundreds of vivid
memories of the person. The way Keith kept working
even though he’d accidentally bashed his fingers in
hammering out a floor. Matt teaching one of the
evacuees how to play guitar in the center we shared with
them as our quarters. Sharing the glory of katsu-curry on
our day off. Chris refusing to take a break or lunch even
until he’d cleared the canal behind the school where we
worked. With the establishment of All Hands Asia,
volunteer projects in the region should hopefully become
easier to organize and more affordable to start, so this is
definitely one group to keep an eye on if you plan to be in
Japan in the near future and are looking for a way to give
back.

We worked from 8:30 to noon, had an hour for a very
satisfying bento lunch, and then worked until 4:30. The
weather was nice – sunny and breezy, although the
breeze did blow in a strong smell of rotten fish (or
rotten something) that kind of lingers over the area of
Ofunato near the coast, despite the fact that we were
not in the immediate harbor area.
The area we were working in was still somewhat
intact. There were a good number of buildings that are
standing, and these increase dramatically as you move
away from the coast toward higher ground tucked into
the area between mountains.
Day 2 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Thursday, May 26th, 2011
I was with the same ditch project, but today I was
working on the canals instead. I started off taking
buckets from the diggers and wheeling them to the
dump site, but in the afternoon I jumped in the canal
and helped shovel. For the last hour or so I was working
on a different section of the canal that we haven’t
reached yet. I fished out the biggest pieces of debris like
roof tiles and other things and put them on the side of
the road to be carted away.

Day 1 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Wednesday, May 25th, 2011
I signed up for a project titled “Ditch Bitches”. We were
ten people and split into two groups, one of which was
cleaning a larger canal with running water, the other of
which was cleaning the roadside ditches in one of the
neighborhoods hit by the tsunami. In the countryside,
roads within towns and villages are all lined with kneedeep concrete drainage ditches. They are affectionately
called “gaijin traps” because they are uncovered and
foreigners have a tendency to drive into them and get
stuck. In a bigger city like Ofunato, they are covered with
heavy concrete slabs or grated metal drain covers. We
pried all of these open and spent the day digging the
mud and debris that accumulated in them. We dug up all
sorts of things – broken tile and glass mostly, but also
spoons, forks, iPods, broken CDs, little unopened bottled
and can drinks, knicknacks, all of it covered in mud.
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This is the area of town where we were working. As I
mentioned yesterday, the destruction was very spotty.
Some things are totally gone; others are still standing.
This photo is facing the coast, so you can see that some
things closer to the coast are still standing.
After two days on the ditches and canals, I’m ready for a
new assignment. There’s a project going to do some
work on the grounds of a school, and I’ll be joining
them. In the afternoon we should have a chance to play
with the kids. I’m very excited to be back teaching again,
even if it is just for an afternoon.
Day 3 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Friday, May 27th, 2011
Well, I didn’t really get a chance to play with the kids
today, but we did get a lot of work done, and there
were a lot of kids around, so it didn’t really feel as
strenuous as some of the other days so far.
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We continued on along the coast, past an immense
factory (to make concrete apparently) with lots of tubes
and hugely tall structures connected (like something out
of FFVII), past two boats which had washed up onto the
shore and stuck out onto the road, and then eventually
up a hill to the school…which was untouched by the
tsunami other than the temporary housing that had
been installed in the school yard and some of the
athletic fields.
I had the most fun talking with the principal of the
school who was a loud, friendly guy – not your typical
elementary school principal. In the schools where I
taught, the principals were always nice but often
secluded in their office. The one impression I have of
them is that they always ate lunch really early. I always
thought it was strange and possibly even rude until I
learned it was a recognized procedure (apparently)…
something about having someone available while others
are eating or maybe to test the food for poison?
Well this principal was outside all day with us, helping
rake leaves, dig dirt, talking with the Japanese speakers.
He was really happy to have us there, and I hope we
have a chance to go back. At the end of the day he
asked us if we drank beer, which is usually a sort of
indirect invitation to go out for drinks, and as we all
know, real business gets done over drinks in Japan;
hopefully this means that All Hands will be in good
shape for future school projects.
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Most of our team moved into the rice fields to start
picking out debris. Two members and myself worked on
digging out the last of a ditch that they began yesterday.
As with the other ditches, we had to pry off the
concrete lids, dig the soil out, and then put the lids back.
The contents were sandier than the area in Ofunato,
and there was less debris. The work went relatively
quickly, and we finished up in time for lunch. The group
working in the rice field ran into an area covered with
oil and raw sewage, so they had to abort their final field
before lunch. There are some areas that need a lot of
attention, and All Hands is not equipped to handle
everything unfortunately.
After lunch, we moved to a different area of the city
with safer fields, and the bus drove us closer to the
coast, giving us a full picture of the damage. All the
buildings along the coast are gone except for one
western building, which is a museum. Even it took
massive damage. There was a giant hole through the
middle.

Some shots along the coast from the drive to the school:

Day 5 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Sunday, May 29th, 2011
Walking back to base, I spotted the waterline on one
of the houses. In the distance you can see the post
office (with the orange sign) with a matching waterline.
To give you an idea, this section of town is pretty far
from the coast. It’s on the one of the main shopping
stretches of Ofunato, which is parallel to the main
highway a block over (like many Japanese towns):
Day 4 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Saturday, May 28th, 2011
Today I was with a group that headed to Rikuzentakada,
a city about an hour away from Ofunato by bus. The
group has been working on cleaning rice fields of debris
and digging out ditches along the rice fields.
The bus dropped us off at the rice fields and we could
see the coast in the distance. Four lights from a baseball
stadium stood out against the water. One of the All
Hands staff members said that the stadium had just
been finished, and now all that remains are the lights
and the concrete parts of the building. That was all we
could see.
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Day 8 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Wednesday, June 1st, 2011
Today I was back at the Ueno’s house finishing up the
gutting job. Mr. Ueno was there when we arrived, but
he left quickly after. We found a tray of breakfast cakes
and onigiri to eat during our break along with a box of
drinks. They are a really sweet, generous couple.
One new part of today was the construction workers
outside of the house. There was a huge pile of debris
immediately next to the Ueno’s house. It was a pile for
the whole neighborhood, and we had been dumping on
it over the past few days, but today there was a
construction crew that was using a mini-crane to lift the
debris onto trucks which took it away to a different
location. The guy running the crane came up to talk with
me at several points, helping us direct our trash to the
right location. He and his team made pretty quick work
of the pile – it was gone by the end of the day. He was
also a little curious about us volunteers; he had a
curious smile on his face the whole day, and we had a
short conversation as he was heading off after finishing.
Part of the reason we were able to have this
conversation was because our bus was late. This also
enabled us to talk with Mrs. Ueno who came briefly
around lunch and then returned later in the afternoon
with her older sister-in-law. We all talked, and I
translated. Neighbors who walked or biked by stopped
to say thank you. The sister-in-law also gave us a big bag
of canned coffee and eighteen tai-yaki to share with
everyone. It felt kind of like a goodbye, and it probably
should have been, but we’ll be back tomorrow to put
the finishing touches on the job. Then we’ll head back to
the canals for more shoveling.
Day 9 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Thursday, June 2nd, 2011
Today we finally finished at the Ueno’s house. We
were close to finishing at noon, but we would have left
the place a bit of a mess, so we ended up staying all day.
The couple came back later in the afternoon as did the
carpenter who is working with them. There was a brief
moment where I thought we had messed up big time.
The husband gave us permission to destroy the old
septic tanks earlier in the day, but the carpenter had a
look of concern on his face when he saw the work. He
started talking quickly with the wife and then asked me
a few questions with words I couldn’t understand. The
wife went to ask the husband something, and I turned
to a Japanese volunteer to ask about the words and the
process that the carpenter had described. Apparently in
Japan when a family stops using a toilet, they have a
priest purify it ritually with salt, an ofuda, and a
blessing. This prevents any misfortune apparently. The
toilet had been put out of use long before, so it was
probably fine, and the couple didn’t seem too
concerned.
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One interesting note today was that there were more
workers on the debris pile. It had been mostly flattened
by the crew yesterday with the mini-crane and trucks,
but there were three guys today on their hands and
knees sorting through the soil, separating pieces of
trash from dirt. It was dirty, thankless work –
unbelievable to watch. By the end of the day they had
finished approximately a third of the trash area.

Day 10 with Project Tohoku in Ofunato
Friday, June 3rd, 2011

Last day in Ofunato. In the afternoon we joined up
with the team working the ditches. The ditch team was
an appropriate way to end my time with All Hands –
that’s what I did my first day. The team has made
significant progress since that day. They are within a
block or two of the local NTT building – much closer
than when I first got here. We really made a lot of
progress in the short time we were there. Supposedly
our ditch digging and canal cleaning have made quite an
impression on the local authorities. They’ve asked All
Hands to do 4km more of the ditches – 2km on either
side of a road.

Although I’m leaving tomorrow, Project Tohoku will
be in Ofunato for a while. All Hands just announced an
extension from July until September. Knowing that the
Haiti project is still going strong, who knows how long
Project Tohoku will continue if funding isn’t an issue. So
definitely send in your information to the project to
keep up with the latest information, and donate if you
have the cash. As far as I know, they are prioritizing
Japanese and Japan-residing foreigner volunteers over
international volunteers, but if you can speak Japanese
and English somewhat fluently, you can help do
important interpretation and they’ll probably consider
your application. Japan has given me so much over the
past ten years, and I was really glad to give back, even if
it was just for ten days. Maybe I’ll find a way to come
back and help out again. Hopefully some of the people
I’ve met here will still be around then.

Links
You can visit Daniel's blog, How to Japonese at:

http://howtojaponese.com/
Or visit the All Hands Volunteers Project Tohoku
site:

http://hands.org/projects/project-tohoku/
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