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NEWSLETTER 
JSNW Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

 At Annual General Meeting 

 
   
 

Following each report questions and suggestions were 
taken from the floor, lively and productive 
contributions with a number of good ideas being 
offered by members to the Committee.  

Votes were then taken on the annual accounts, last 
year’s AGM minutes and the current Committee, and 
all were approved by the members.  It was explained 
Emma Carroll, our former Newsletter Editor, was 
stepping down from the Committee and appreciation 
was expressed for her excellent work as Editor. 

On Saturday 10th May we held our Annual General 
Meeting at Padgate Community Centre, this AGM being 
truly notable because it fell almost 10 years to the day 
since Japan Society North West was formed on          
6th May 2004.  To mark this anniversary a celebration 
meal of home-made Japanese curry, plus handmade 
Japanese cakes supplied by Sweet Octopus, was shared
with JSNW members.  

The first item on the agenda was the presentation of 
annual reports by Chairman Yuko, Events Co-ordinator 
Nigel Cordon, Treasurer Kevin Howes and Membership 
Secretary Tim Evans. 
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Sweet Octopus’ fine cakes 

Kevin Howes then gave an amusing and informative 
presentation about the first ten years of Japan Society 
North West, which has risen from small beginnings to 
the healthy state where we are now able to organise 
major festivals every two years and smaller events 
every month.  Appreciation was given for the great 
work of former Committee members such as David 
Willis, who was present at the AGM. 

Members enjoy tasty curry 

Following Kevin’s presentation members ate delicious 
curry prepared by Yuko Howes, Joan Horley and Gail 
Cordon, followed by beautiful Japanese cakes.  The 
meal gave members and the Committee a chance to 
chat and mingle, which was highly enjoyable. 

Following the AGM the Committee is as follows- 
Chairman- Yuko Howes;  Treasurer- Kevin Howes;    
Vice Chairman and Event Coordinator- Nigel Cordon; 
Membership Secretary- Sally Myers;                 
Newsletter Editor- Tim Evans;  Secretary- Joyce Ellis; 
Rob Bierman, Joan Horley and Paul Regan. 

Article by Tim Evans, all photos by Kevin Howes. 

Kodomo-no-hi (Childrens’ Day) is a Japanese national 
holiday taking place annually on May 5th (the fifth day 
of the fifth month) celebrating the healthy growth 
and happiness of children and honouring their 
mothers.   

On this day it is traditional for carp kites to be hung 
outside houses, and for dolls of famous warriors and 
heroes to be displayed inside.  The carp symbolises 
strength and success; Chinese legend recording that 
once, a determined carp successfully swam up a 
waterfall and became a dragon.  It is also traditional 
for families to bathe in water sprinkled with iris leaves 
and roots, since iris is thought to promote good 
health and ward off evil.  Rice cakes wrapped in oak 
leaves and filled with sweet bean paste, called 
kashiwamochi, are also eaten on Kodomo-no-hi.        

In recognition of this festival, on 26 April Japan 
Society North West hosted an event aimed 
specifically at children at the World Museum in 
Liverpool.  We set the mood by decorating the room 
with pictures of Japan, kimonos, ornaments and other 
artefacts, in preparation for the arrival of what we 
hoped would be many children. 

Kimonos and pictures form the event backdrop 

Once the doors opened there were various activities 
for children to take part in.  For instance Junko 
Kuromoto-Headey demonstrated Japanese 
calligraphy and wrote children’s names in Japanese 
script, which she then gave to each child along with 
tiny origami cranes she had made.                                   

Kodomo-No-Hi: Fun and Games at the 
World Museum, Liverpool 
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Kodomo-No-Hi: Fun and Games at the World Museum, Liverpool

Junko writes children’s names in Katakana 

At another table John Roberto (aka Harri Gami) and 
Annabel Cordon taught enthusiastic youngsters 
origami while nearby, children coloured in 
Japanese-themed pictures including robot drawings 
created by JSNW Committee member Rob Bierman. 

 

Colouring Robert’s Robots    

Elsewhere in the museum there was an exhibition 
of Samurai armour and during the afternoon a 
fierce-looking Samurai warrior in full regalia paid us 
a visit, much to the delight of the children.                     

On her table Gail Cordon made festival carp, with 
everyone sticking scales on carp shapes which they 
then attached to straws with string so they could 
wave them around. 

                                                  

 

                         Waving a carp streamer 

The chopstick challenge, designed by Joyce Ellis, 
was divided into three parts of increasing difficulty 
that tested how well the children could use 
chopsticks.  The first task was to make robots out of 
sponge, the second to put Lego people into a Lego 
house, and the third was to transfer peanuts out of 
a bowl against a stopwatch.  Children who 
completed all the tasks were awarded certificates. 

 

Kodomo-no-hi was a really enjoyable and successful 
event (attracting between 350 and 400 people 
during the afternoon!!) which we hope to repeat 
every year if we can- we were told by many 
participants if we were to stage another similar 
event they would definitely come again. 

Article and photos by Joan Horley.
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The following article was written by JSNW member 
Adrian Summersell, and is about the recording of his 
song “It’s Alright” at Keele University. The song is only 
available to purchase from Akemi Solloway’s charity 
“Aid For Japan” website, which assists children 
orphaned by the March 2011 tsunami.  All proceeds 
from the song go to the charity. 

“It’s Alright”, the story of the song. 

I first approached Anna Truman sensei - Program 
Administrator for Music and Music Technology in a 
telephone conversation to Keele University, about my 
song in January 2014.  A few days later we met in 
person at the University, where I explained about my 
intention to release a song for Aid for Japan. 

My reason for this was due to my previous visit to 
Japan, upon landing at Kansai International Airport, 
Osaka, 13th March 2011 and witnessing on the 
television news the severity of 11th March 2011 
earthquake, tsunami and Fukushima nuclear power 
station situation, while I was staying at the Hotel New 
Hankyu in Sanda city.  Please refer to my previous Japan 
Society North West number 34 Spring 2013 Newsletter 
(centre page) article. 

I gave Anna Truman sensei a DVD of my Saturday 19th 
March 2011 Sakura Kids School, Sanda city, 15 minute 
talk with Matsumoto Midori sensei, about autism in 
Japan.  I also gave Anna sensei another DVD of my “It’s 
Alright - song history”, along with the full lyrics and a 
vocal demonstration of my song.  

She was deeply moved by the emotion of my song as I 
sang directly to her.  Then she said to me, she would do 
her best to find students to produce my song 
professionally, for direct release to Tanaka Solloway 
Akemi sensei.  Keele University students Ronald Lim san 
and Skevi Kouloumbri san contacted me via e-mail after 
being asked by Anna Truman sensei if they would like to 
produce my song, “It’s Alright”.  Anna gave Ronald and 
Skevi my song lyrics, DVD etc and explained to them 
about my song for the Tsunami Orphans and the 
importance of Aid for Japan.  

 

Since then, I have met with Ronald san and Skevi san 
at Keele University Tim Souster Recording Studio 
approximately 5 times and completed production on 
Monday 28th April 2014. 

On Monday 28th April 2014 6.12pm, my song “It’s 
Alright” was sent via e-mail from Keele University in 
Staffordshire, directly to Tanaka Solloway Akemi 
sensei for the Tsunami Orphans charity foundation, 
Aid for Japan.  This song is to be available for 
download after payment (available only) on the Aid 
for Japan website- 
http://www.aidforjapan.org.uk/afj/shop/ 

Skevi, Adrian and Ronald. Photo by Anna Truman on 
Keele University grounds. 

“It’s Alright” song credits- 

It’s Alright © Copyright Adrian Summersell 2011, 2014

Music, composition and lyrics by Adrian Summersell

Produced by Ronald Lim and Skevi Kouloumbri at 
Keele University music department, Tim Souster 

recording studio. 

Vocals :- Skevi Kouloumbri 

Piano, keyboards, drums, guitars, bass, chimes :- 
Ronald Lim. 

 

 

“It’s Alright”- a song for Tsunami Orphans 
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The day of the tea tasting brought heavy rain, which 
had fortunately cleared by the time the tasting was 
due to start.  The event was held at Bo Concept 
furniture store to coincide with the release of their 
new Japanese-designed fusion collection, the many 
different teas being provided by Sweet Octopus, local 
Japanese retailer of high quality teas sourced from Uji 
near Kyoto. 

Tea Brewing 

Tako Horton from Sweet Octopus gave a brief 
introduction to each tea before brewing it for 
attendees to sample.  For instance, she told us 
“Genmaicha” was considered a working-class tea 
because the mix of roasted rice with green tea made 
it more affordable.  Despite its lower price, genmaicha 
had a lovely nutty flavour and was one of my 
favourite teas of the afternoon. 

Some of the beautiful teas we sampled 

My Thanks to- 

Ronald san & Skevi san, I am deeply grateful and 
thankful to you, for your production of my song and 
for your beautifully skilled instrumental and vocal 
talents.  This has been a truly miraculous journey 
with true friendship. 

Anna Truman sensei (Program Administrator for 
Music and Music Technology) and all at Keele 
University music department, for your kindness and 
support. 

My appreciation and deepest thank-you to Tanaka 
Solloway Akemi sensei for kindly supporting my 
song, “It’s Alright”, for Aid for Japan website. 

I hope this song will help raise money for the 
Tsunami Orphans.  My deepest respect and 
sympathies to all the people of Japan. My love to 
you all. 

How to contact me- 

You can contact Adrian via e-mail at: 
tomodachi_adrian@yahoo.co.uk 

Or Skype at: Sanda2011ichigo 

*I am not always available on the internet. Please 
contact me if you are interested in my song and 
would like to be a pen-friend.  Please write to- 

Adrian Summersell,                                                               
c/o 2 Field Terrace, Stone, Staffordshire, ST15 8HG, 
England, UK 

I hope deeply for friendship from Japan.  I would 
love to know what Japan thinks of my song for 
tsunami orphans. 

Further details- 

15 minute video- 2011/03/19 Sakura Kids School, 
Sanda city, Japan visit about autism in Japan: 
http://youtu.be/DRacZtdjoFQ   Adrian Summersell 
interview with Matsumoto Midori sensei. 

Article by Adrian Summersell 

Tea Tasting at Bo Concept, 
Manchester 

“It’s Alright”-Song for Orphans
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  By contrast, “Shaded Sencha” tea is a much more 
expensive tea consisting of a tea plant’s most 
succulent leaves, the plant grown for its last three 
weeks before picking in the shade.  This gives it a 
lovely yellow green colour and a beautiful, full 
flavoured “Umami” taste almost like fresh grass that 
clings to the palate without even a hint of bitterness. 

Tako offers tea to a guest 

Tako explained “Bancha” is known as “baby’s tea” in 
Japan because it contains no caffeine and is, 
therefore, given to babies before bed-time.  It is dried 
and slow roasted, meaning the leaves maintain both 
their size and “leaf” shape, unlike other teas.  This tea 
was light brown and had a very delicate taste. 

Ornate matcha tea containers 

The tasting would not have been complete without 
tasting matcha and matcha latte.  Matcha is a famous 
green tea powder made from the best leaves of the 
tea plant and is often served in Japanese temples 
accompanied by small sweet cakes. 

At the demonstration Tako took a spoonful of matcha 
powder from a highly decorated container, placed it 
in a bowl and then added water before whisking the 
tea into a highly frothed state with a special whisk. 
Matcha tea is a beautiful, full flavoured and bright 
green tea but is very bitter, so is possibly more of an 
acquired taste than the milder teas. 

To finish the event Tako made matcha latte, a tea mix 
that consists of matcha, milk powder, sugar and other 
ingredients.  Matcha Latte is a highly popular and 
beautiful tasting drink that is served in cafes all over 
Japan, and all attendees appreciated it.  I’m sure this 
will have brought back memories for those who have 
been to Japan. 

Guests at the event 

The tasting was an excellent well attended event, and 
thanks to Tako we left with a much greater knowledge 
of many different types of green tea and how to make 
or brew them (during the event Tako brewed about 
ten different types of tea).  All these teas are available 
from Sweet Octopus, who have a Facebook page so 
please join it and keep an eye out for their future 
activities. 

Article by Tim Evans, all photos by Kevin Howes. 

 

 

 

 

The Taste of Tea at Bo Concept

Editor’s comment-  

This is my first newsletter as newsletter 
editor, I hope you’re all enjoying it!  If you 
have any articles you would like to submit, 
please send them to me at 
newsletter@jsnw.org.uk, thank you!!
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On Friday 18th April Sweet Vanilla Maid Café 
descended on Nexus Café in Manchester’s Northern 
Quarter for an evening of light-hearted entertainment 
jointly organised by Sweet Vanilla and Sweet Octopus, 
purveyor of fine Japanese teas and cakes. 

Maid Cafés are a manga/cosplay related phenomenon
the first of which opened in 2001 in Tokyo’s gaming/ 
electronic district, Akihabara.  The costumes are 
based on those of French maids, the patrons of such 
cafes being treated as masters and mistresses in their 
own homes rather than café patrons. 

Sweet Vanilla provided ten maids for the evening, 
who busily and very politely took orders from guests 
before returning laden with drinks from the café and 
delicious cakes provided by Sweet Octopus. 

 

Maid Libby takes an order 

Various entertainments were organised throughout 
the evening to keep masters and mistresses 
entertained.  For instance there were a number of 
charming solo dances from the maids, including one 
accompanied by a truly brave karaoke performance 
from a fan.  Guests could also have their photo taken 
with a maid, and join the maids and other fans for 
group photos. 

The maids also organised a “hunt the lollipop” 
competition in which guests hunted for lollipops 
hidden around the café and upon the maids 
themselves, the sweet-toothed winner impressively 
locating several lollipops. 

 

Maids with a fan 

Later in the evening a Cosplay competition featured 
contestants dressed in a variety of costumes, including 
one person who appeared to be dressed as a cross 
between Batman and the Joker. 

Finally guests were split into teams for a quiz, each 
team picking a maid to assist them.  Since all questions 
were manga/anime related it really helped if you knew 
anything about the subject, and had Batman not 
known something about Pokemon (the last question) 
my team, Team Maid Mew Mew, would have ended up 
with zero points.  Plus a bonus point for a cute drawing 
at the bottom of the quiz sheet. 

The night was great fun that Sweet Vanilla will 
hopefully be repeating soon, so keep an eye out for 
them! 

 

Article and photos by Tim Evans 

Sweet Vanilla Maid Café- Frills and Fun in Manchester. 
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FUTURE JSNW EVENTS 

Japan Day, Manchester  
25th August (Bank Holiday Monday), Midland Hotel 

Japan Day is only a few weeks away, returning to Manchester’s grandiose Midland Hotel, 
also the venue for Japan Day 2010.  However, whereas in 2010 Japan Day was held in one 
room, this year’s festival will be in THREE beautiful rooms, including a separate food area.  

Attractions will include martial arts demonstrations, the lovely “Awa Odori” dance, tea 
ceremony, shamisen and koto playing, taiko drumming and kimono dressing and, for the 
first time in Manchester, a Cosplay competition.  There will also be many society, artist, 

retail and food stalls-we look forward to seeing you there!!  Admission is FREE. 

 

Updated Japan Day news and details will be available on our website JapanDay.org.uk, so 
keep checking! 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.JSNW.ORG.UK, WE ARE ALSO ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER. 


